East African Social Science Translation Collaborative funded

The East African Social Science Translation (EASST) Collaborative, a multi-university partnership with a mission to improve basic education, health, agricultural, financial and information services in the East African countries has finally been funded to a tune of $300,000 to be spent in 2012. To achieve its goals, EASST will support targeted research and training activities. 

The funding available for each activity is outlined below.
Visiting Scholars Programme for the East African researchers, providing support for a three-month visit to any Centre for Effective Global Action (CEGA-network) campus (i.e University of California or Stanford). The fellowship can be spent auditing courses, presenting recent work, attending seminars, developing curricula and designing collaborative research projects. Each Visiting Scholar will be paired with a US faculty mentor as well as a US PhD student or postdoctoral fellow, to provide professional and personal support while in the programme.
Re-entry Grants of US $10,000 for Visiting Scholars returning home from a CEGA-network campus, to begin funding courses in impact evaluation at the scholars’ home institutions, and/or to hire student researchers to lay the groundwork for collaborative impact evaluation projects. Only fellows returning to African research institutions will be eligible for these funds.

Seed Grants of US$50,000 to seed collaborative impact evaluation studies led by pairs of CEGA and East African researchers. The grants will support the collection of pilot data and the drafting of grant proposals for larger funding. Proposals will be peer reviewed by a faculty committee and selected on a competitive basis.
Policy Fellowships and Media Trainings designed to create a critical mass of policy-oriented, media-savvy social scientists in the East Africa region. The programme includes 1-3 month policy secondments and a one-day media training to facilitate communication with journalists, government and the public.

Annual Impact Evaluation Summits, held in East Africa, to share the latest evaluation results and to connect researchers with policy-makers and journalists in the region. Each summit will include a short workshop on impact evaluation methods, co-led by African and US researchers.

Plans are underway to launch the programme in July.

The EASST Collaborative is jointly administered by the Centre for Effective Global Action at the University of California, Berkeley and Makerere University. Plans are underway to launch the programme in July. Peer East African research institutions including Addis Ababa University, University of Dar es Salaam and the African Population and Health Research Centre, will participate as equal partners. 
