REMARKS BY THE CHANCELLOR, PROF. MONDO KAGONYERA, AT THE INAUGURAL MAKERERE UNIVERSITY MUSIC SCHOLARSHIP CONCERT, THURSDAY, APRIL 2, 2015, AT 3:00 PM IN THE MAIN HALL

· The Vice Chancellor of Makerere University

· Members of University Management Present

· The Leadership of the College of Humanities and Social Sciences

· Members of Staff and Students of the Department of Performing Arts and Film

· Management and Performers of Uganda Heritage Roots

· The entire Makerere University community

· Distinguished Guests

· Ladies and Gentlemen:

………………………………………………………………………………………….
· Music is an enhancing factor for various human competences, irrespective of one’s major. In developed countries/societies; a lot of parents drive their children to kids’ orchestras, choirs and other music events, even when they don’t pursue music as a career.
· Music inspires and stimulates people. Anthems, institutional chants and hymns, help in establishing a sense of identity and building of traditions, which are important values of strong societies.     
· Art Music is a highly disciplinary and sensitive subject. It requires a high level of social disciplinary aspects such as listening, focus, observation, punctuality, respect for others, and cooperation among others. Music as a study discipline is quite helpful in character, attitude and personality development.
· Uganda’s abundant wealth of music resources from all the various ethnic cultures can offer so much to this country in both revenue but also in galvanizing our identity as a people.  
· Therefore, support for academic music education and training at all levels is fundamental. I call upon all music professionals, particularly our staff and students in the Department of Performing Arts, to take their position seriously and guide society. Use music to proclaim the greatness and grandeur of Makerere University. Use it to evoke the emotions of patriotism and a sense of belonging and pride for everyone associated with Makerere – specifically our Alma Mater. The Alma Mater are a key stakeholder of Makerere University and as already said by the Vice Chancellor, our University Anthem is a key to un-locking their full potential as movers of great transformation for this institution. 
· I encourage you to establish strategic partnerships with private practitioners, entrepreneurs and investors in the area of music, dance and drama. Through your efforts, in collaboration with University Management, the Department will be uplifted to greater heights.   
· I thank the Department for inviting me to this Inaugural Makerere Music Scholarship Concert and I wish you success. 
· We Build for the Future. 
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