CITATION FOR THE AWARD OF THE HONORARY DOCTOR OF LAWS (HONORIS CAUSA) 
TO H.E. RECEP TAYYIP ERDOĞAN, PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF TURKEY


Mr. Chancellor Sir,

Guided by Section 47 of the Universities and Other Tertiary Institutions Act 2001, 
Makerere University has bestowed upon a selected number of distinguished personalities 
who have excelled in different sectors of life, her prestigious Honorary Degree Awards
Today, June 1, 2016, we are greatly honoured and privileged to host the Republic of Turkey’s eminent statesman, His Excellency Recep Tayyip Erdoğan. H.E. Erdoğan is here for an award of Makerere University’s prestigious Doctor of Laws Degree (Honoris Causa) in recognition of his distinguished contribution to serving humanity, transformation of Turkey and nation states across the globe, peace keeping and state building programmes at national and international levels and his partnership in the development of Uganda and Makerere University.
 The recommendation to award H.E President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan an honorary Doctor of Laws of Makerere University successfully passed through all the vetting procedures. We are delighted that H.E. Erdoğan accepted the award and is personally here to receive it. We thank His Excellency the President of Uganda, Yoweri Kaguta Museveni, who has enabled us to host H.E. Erdoğan in Uganda and at Makerere University in particular.
FAMILY BACKGROUND 
H.E. Recep Tayyip Erdoğan was born on February 25, 1954 in Kasımpaşa, Istanbul to an observant Muslim family of Caucasian lineage, but spent part of his childhood in Rize, a city on the Republic of Turkey's Black Sea coast in the north-east. The President's father had been a coastguard in Rize until the family decided to return to Istanbul. Since his youth, H.E. Erdoğan has chosen to lead a social life intertwining with politics. As an idealistic young man he started to be interested in social and national problems and stepped into active politics. H.E. Erdoğan married Emine Gülbaran on 4 July 1978 and they have four children. 
 EDUCATION For his education, H.E. Recep Tayyip Erdoğan attended Kasımpaşa Piyala Primary School from 1960 and Istanbul Imam Hatip School (a religious vocational secondary school) until 1973. He went to Eyup High School and then to Aksaray School of Economics and Commercial Sciences (now Marmara University) where he studied Business Administration. During these years, he is famed for having been a youth leader and semi-professional footballer.
POLITICAL CAREER AND PUBLIC LIFE
While studying business administration at what is today Marmara University, H.E. Erdoğan engaged in politics by joining the National Turkish Student Union. In 1976, he became the head of a local youth branch of the Islamist National Salvation Party (MSP—Milli Selamet Partisi), led by Necmettin Erbakan, who would later go on to found the Felicity Party. This was the beginning of H.E. Erdoğan's long career in politics. 

H.E. Erdoğan returned to political activities with the Welfare Party, established in1983, and he was elected the Beyoglu district head of the Welfare Party in 1984. In 1985, he was elected the Istanbul Provincial head of the Welfare Party and in the same year he became a member of the Central Executive Board of the Welfare Party. Developing a new organizational structure which served as a model for other political parties during his tenure as Istanbul Head, H.E Recep Tayyip Erdoğan carried out projects that aimed at urging the participation of women and youth in politics, thus taking important steps towards helping politics to be espoused and respected among masses. This project won the Welfare Party great success during the mayoral elections in Beyoglu in 1989, serving as a good example for others.

As for the local elections held on March 27th, 1994, H.E. Erdoğan was elected Mayor of Metropolitan Istanbul on March 27th, 1994. During his term in office as mayor, he produced correct diagnoses and solutions to the chronic problems of Istanbul through his political abilities, the importance he attached to team work and successful management in human resources and financial issues. During his Mayorship, more than 50 bridges, passageways and freeways were constructed and many more projects including clearing a US$2 billion debt and overseeing investments worth US$4 billion. H.E. Erdoğan thus accomplished a breakthrough in the municipal history and while his works served as good example for other mayors, he won the confidence of the people.

On December 12th, 1997, while addressing the public in Siirt, he read a poem from a book, which was recommended by The National Education Ministry and published by a state agency he was sentenced to imprisonment for reading that poem. After serving 4 months in prison, he established the Justice and Development Party (AK Party) on August 14th, 2001 and he was elected Founding General Chair of the AK Party by the Council of Founders. The favor of the nation made the AK Party a political movement which enjoyed the broadest public support in the country in the very first year of its establishment and made it the sole ruling party with two-thirds majority at The Grand National Assembly of Turkey (TBMM) at the end of the Parliamentary elections held in 2002.

Taking over the Prime Minister’s office on March 15th, 2003, H.E. Erdoğan implemented a number of reforms of crucial importance with his ideal of a brighter and constantly growing Turkey. The country made great progress in democratization, transparency and the prevention of corruption and giving back the Turkish Lira its credit. An unprecedented number of dams, residential units, schools, roads, hospitals and power plants were constructed. All these affirmative developments were described by many foreign observers and Western leaders as a “Silent Revolution”.

H.E. Erdoğan, as the General Chairman of the AK Party, won a great victory during the parliamentary elections on July 22nd, 2007 and established the 60th government of the Republic of Turkey. In addition to his fruitful initiatives described as a turning point in the history of the country in its bid to join the EU, he has taken significant steps toward the resolution of the Cyprus problem and toward the development of efficient relations with many countries through his rational foreign policy and intense series of visits and contacts. The environment of stability established in the country, while moving the internal dynamics, has made the Republic of Turkey a pivotal country. Turkey’s volume of trade and political power have remarkably increased not only in its region but also in international area. Elected the 12th President on August 10th, 2014, H.E. Erdoğan is the first President of the Republic of Turkey elected by popular vote.
PERSONAL ACHIEVEMENTS
H.E. has accomplished a lot of achievements as a person, for the people of Turkey and for the greater humanity in the European, Asian, Islamic, Arab and African worldview. His Excellency has been widely recognized nationally and internationally and is a recipient of many international awards and honorary degrees. The European Voice Organization named him “The European of the Year in 2004” while the Time magazine listed him twice as one of the “100 most influential people in the world”. He is a recipient of the King Faisal International Prize for Service to Islam. The Honorary Doctorate to be bestowed upon him today will be the 16th. We are happy that we join significant others to celebrate and honour the achievements of H.E. Erdoğan.
 CONTRIBUTION TO THE WORLD 
President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan has championed the wellbeing of the multitude of migrants that have either found themselves into Turkey or have been returned to Turkey from many, especially European countries. Turkey is currently hosting more than three million refugees in the best way possible. In some places in Turkey, there are more migrants than Turkish people. President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan is truly humanitarian minded. At present, Turkey is the number one (1) ranked country for Overseas Development Aid in terms of ratio GDP (0.42 %) and is ranked 2nd in terms of amounts giving Development Assistance especially to the Balkans, Central Asia & Caucasus, and African countries. The amount of Development assistance is 4.5 billion USD and the percentage of the assistance to African countries is 30%. Due to this reason Turkey has been announced by the UN as the world's most generous donor and has hosted the "First-ever World Humanitarian Summit" on 23-24 May 2016. 

The transformative leadership that has characterized His Excellency's governance in the economic, politics, religious and socio-cultural spheres of the Turkish peoples. Turkey of 15 years ago was very much a Western-defined country but has since evolved underlining the importance of the UN Reforms for maintaining equal sovereignty of states. Turkey, together with Spain, launched the Alliance of Civilizations with the objective of countering the atmosphere of mutual mistrust, fear and polarization between the Islamic world and the West. Within this context, Turkey is also one of the Co-Chairs of the Group of Friends at the UN. Turkey is the Co-Chair of the Global Counter-terrorism Forum (GCTF). The President has played a key role in countering violent extremism in the world. 
CONTRIBUTION TO AFRICA 
The President has played a crucial observer role and support to the African Union and also focusing on African countries under the Turkish G20 Presidency pushing for their voices to be heard globally, just as Turkey is doing in the UN. He has done significant work in Somalia on drought, famine, and state building efforts. President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan's courageous visit to Mogadishu in August 2011 at the height of the famine and his decision to open an Embassy gave fresh impetus to efforts to establish lasting peace. Turkey has also hosted two international conferences at summit level on Somalia in 2010 and 2012. Widespread Somali gratitude for Turkish humanitarian endeavours and the country's status as a Muslim and democratic state established Turkey as a welcome partner (Africa Briefing No. 92, 8 October 2012). 

During his leadership, there has been tremendous support towards the education sector in Africa. To strengthen the sector further, 40 Vice Chancellors from African Universities including our own were hosted in Turkey in 2014 to deliberate on matters pertaining to making the education systems more relevant and rewarding to the recipients so as to promote meaningful development. At the same event, they signed the Academic and Scientific Cooperation protocol. 
CONTRIBUTION TO UGANDA
Uganda has a historical relationship with the people of Turkey since the Ottoman Empire. Today, the government and the people of the Republic of Turkey are involved in activities aimed at uplifting the plight of the people of Uganda. These include availing education scholarships to Ugandans. Since 2010 a minimum of 60 Ugandans are offered scholarships annually to study in different fields in Turkey. The Turkish government has contributed towards the renovation and where necessary expansion of schools. 

His Excellency is spearheading poverty eradication in Uganda by encouraging Turkish investment in agriculture value addition and infrastructure development. Farmers were taken to Turkey for training in modern farming techniques. In 2013, the government of Turkey donated Radio Equipment to Uganda Moslem Supreme Council to establish Bilal FM. Annually, 30 cross-denominational journalists are taken to Turkey for training in Media for Peace and sustainable development. Building the capacity of the police and the UPDF through training and provision of equipment. 

Improving people's livelihood by providing access to safe water supply and contributions towards humanitarian causes such as the Bududa landslide victims. Support to the health sector has been through the provision of health equipment and ambulances to various Health Centers in rural areas, as well as continued support to orphanages and other crisis centers. 

CONTRIBUTION TO MAKERERE UNIVERSITY 
The Government of Turkey with support from His Excellency has shown interest in Makerere University by donating lCT equipment worth over Uganda shillings 100 million to the Peace Centre through the Turkish Cooperation and Coordination Agency (TlKA). Other Turkish non-governmental organizations have also been instrumental in supporting the College of Humanities and Social Sciences’ engagement in inter-religious dialogue platforms. Negotiations are ongoing for further support towards the construction of the state of art home for a Peace Centre which will include lecture theatres, office space for staff, conference facilities, visiting lecturers' research facilities, e-Learning Centre and baby care facilities. 

Student and staff exchange programmes with Turkish universities. In the last two years, two academic staff have visited the Republic of Turkey and a delegation from Sabanci University came to Uganda and held a joint conference with the College of Humanities and Social Sciences. Staff capacity building in peace and human security related policy research. The government of Turkey has supported two Academic staff to Conferences on Countering Violent Extremism, which was held in Turkey and this year, again one Academic staff and one practitioner are sponsored to attend a youth symposium on Countering Violent Extremism in Djibouti on 31st  May and 1st June 2016.
Mr. Chancellor Sir, may I state once again that in honour of his distinguished political, social and economic contribution to serving humanity, transformation of Turkey and nation states across the globe, peace keeping and state building programmes at national and international levels and his partnership in the development of Uganda and Makerere University, today, June 1st 2016, Makerere University proudly confers one of her most prestigious Awards, the Doctor of Laws (Honoris Causa), upon H.E. Recep Tayyip Erdoğan.
It is my singular and humbling honour to request Your Excellency Recep Tayyip Erdoğan to step forward for the Award. May I kindly request Prof. John Ddumba-Ssentamu, Vice Chancellor, Makerere University, to assist me in adorning our distinguished graduand H.E. Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, the President of the Republic of Turkey.
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