REMARKS BY THE VICE CHANCELLOR, PROF. JOHN DDUMBA-SSENTAMU, AT THE INAUGURAL MAKERERE UNIVERSITY MUSIC SCHOLARSHIP CONCERT HELD ON THURSDAY, APRIL 2, 2015, AT 3:00 PM IN THE MAIN HALL
· The Chief Guest; Prof. Mondo Kagonyera, Chancellor of Makerere University

· Members of University Management Present

· The Leadership of the College of Humanities and Social Sciences

· Members of Staff and Students of the Department of Performing Arts and Film

· Management and Performers of Uganda Heritage Roots

· The entire Makerere University community

· Distinguished Guests

· Ladies and Gentlemen:

· I wish to begin by thanking the Department of Performing Arts and Film for initiating such a brilliant idea, to inaugurate the Makerere Music Scholarship Concert. This is an exciting project, and as Vice Chancellor of Makerere University, I applaud you. It is even more exciting to learn that the idea of the project was propelled into reality by the Chancellor’s inspiring remarks on the classic University Anthem at the 65th Graduation Ceremony of Makerere University.
· The University Anthem is a rousing tale, capturing in its lyrics the true spirit of a Makerere University graduate. Indeed, one of the core objectives of the concert is to rally this spirit of belonging and pride amongst our Alma Mater. This is a noble cause that University Management fully endorses.

· One of the things that make me (and many others) feel so proud of being associated with Makerere is the University Anthem. Whenever I hear this anthem sung, it evokes emotions of belonging and I have not heard it any better than when performed by our Choir in the Department of Performing Arts and Film. I encourage the professors and all staff of this department to work further in promoting performing arts education both as a profession but also as an interdisciplinary programme. 
· Despite the challenges faced by the Department, it continues to thrive. The performances at University ceremonies are better than ever, there is diligence in staff development, publications have increased as well as international collaborations. We do sincerely appreciate the efforts of the department and its contribution to our vision as a University.  

· You are perhaps aware that one of the University’s current strategic goals is to bring back our Alumni to the University to be able to influence progress of this great institution. The Department of Performing Arts and Film has a special ability that can be harnessed to realise this objective.
· As the University lays strategies for resource moblisation towards financial sustainability, we recongise that performing arts have a big potential to generate revenue for the University. With world standard theatre halls, studios and teaching facilities, Makerere University would certainly gain so much. We therefore encourage the Department to work even harder to help the University achieve this, as together, We Build for the Future.   
· In conclusion, I would like to thank our Chancellor, Prof. Mondo Kagonyera, for his exceptional support to the University and to this project in particular. 
· I wish to thank Mr. Milton Wabyona for initiating the idea behind today’s event. I remember the time I met Milton during celebrations marking the Nordic day. He led a performance of all four Nordic Anthems (Norway, Sweden, Denmark and Iceland) in their native languages. It was amazing not only for me but for the foreign dignitaries as well. I felt proud that he was one of us at Makerere University. 
· Last but not least, I thank all of you for coming here this afternoon to support the Inaugural Makerere Music Scholarship Concert. We hope you will continue to support the project as it progresses and call upon you to interest others. On behalf of University Management, I pledge our continued support. 

· Thank you.   
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