REMARKS BY THE CHAIR COUNCIL – ROTARY PEACE CENTRE MEDIA LAUNCH

· The Vice Chancellor 

· The Head of the Rotary International Team

· The Coordinator Rotary Peace Centre

· Ladies and Gentlemen

It has been an honour to witness the commencement of this partnership between Makerere University and Rotary International in which a peace centre is established here at Makerere University. I congratulate the University Management and Rotary International on this historic achievement. 

This history of human development for over one hundred thousand years teaches us that peace is a pre-requisite to the attainment of social order and social order is a primary condition for sustainable development. 
Conflict ridden societies, i.e. societies with no peace experience typical disruptions in business operations, suffer unreliable social services and persistent social problems such as poverty, hunger and inequality. 

Therefore, the establishment of a Rotary Peace Centre provides Makerere University with an opportunity to provide research leadership and capacity development in a critical topic of development.
The peace centre initiative is especially important for Africa and several parts of the world where several nations remain trapped in the shadow of violence with disastrous consequences of loss of life and property and other human rights violations. Building a knowledge base and capacity for sustainable peace on the continent a matter of urgent necessity for African development and human rights protection.

Thank you all and congratulations
