A speech by the Chief Guest on the first anniversary of the Confucius Institute at Makerere University

 Your Excellency the Ambassador of the People’s Republic of China,
The Vice Chancellor Makerere University,
Government officials present,
Professors and other staff of Makerere University,

The Directors, staff and students of the Confucius Institute

All invited guests, ladies and gentlemen.

I am delighted to join you in the celebration of the first anniversary of the founding of the Confucius Institute at Makerere University.

The Confucius Institute is a symbol of the close ties between the governments of China and Uganda, a great symbol of friendship and cooperation that has been in existence for a long time.

I congratulate the Confucius Institute directors, the students and associates on this great achievement. It is amazing that in such a short time, your name is well known all over Uganda and that you have started solving the long time problem of communication and language barrier which has for quite a time hindered the economic progress of the Ugandans who do business in China.

I therefore regard the teaching and learning of the Chinese language and culture as a bonus to Uganda’s development. We are aware of the Chinese investments in Uganda, Africa and the world at large. This investment has to be fully tapped and utilized by the Ugandan population in order to realize the benefits that come with it.
The Confucius Institute has received support from government, particularly from the Ministry of Education. I am here to reiterate the government’s commitment to including the Chinese language as one of the foreign languages to be studied by our students in the secondary schools once the new curriculum is rolled out in 2017. This will be a significant boost to the work of the Confucius Institute in Uganda where we shall see it prepare and produce employees ready to benefit from the presence of the different Chinese investments in Uganda. 
As government, we wish to assure our fellow Ugandans and our Chinese friends and investors that we shall spare no efforts to ensure that our cordial relations with the government and the people of the People’s Republic of China grow from strength to strength.
At this point, I wish to commend the significant contribution of the embassy of the People’s Republic of China in Uganda headed by H.E. Zhao Yali. Thank you for the good and cordial working relationship and thank you for supporting the Confucius Institute.

I am also aware of the tremendous support from the other members of the Chinese community in Uganda especially the business, communication and construction industry. Thank you for the selfless support you render to the Confucius Institute. I also wish to encourage you to continuously do that as we make the Confucius Institute the best.

I wish to call upon all enterprising Ugandans to come to the Confucius Institute and be part of the pioneer beneficiaries of what it offers. Fellow government officials, school owners and operators, members of the business community and above all the young men and women of Uganda, take time to learn this language and culture in order to position yourself to better face the challenges of the 21st century. 

With all this you have achieved in just one year, I strongly believe that the next few years will be of tremendous progress and we shall come here again to take celebrate those achievements. 
I take this opportunity to thank all of you who have come to grace this auspicious occasion.

For God and my country

