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'WE BUILD FOR THE FUTURE





SPEECH BY THE VICE CHANCELLOR, PROFESSOR JOHN DDUMBA-SSENTAMU

AT THE CEREMONY ORGANISED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF PERFORMING ARTS AND FILM (PAF), MAKERERE UNIVERSITY TO RECEIVE FILM EQUIPMENT FROM THE US EMBASSY IN UGANDA
HELD ON FRIDAY, 17TH MARCH, 2017 AT THE PAF PREMISES
· The Cultural Affairs Officer, US Embassy in Uganda – Mr. Niles Cole
· The Cultural Affairs Specialist, US Embassy – Ms. Dorothy Ngalombi
· The Deputy Vice Chancellor Academic Affairs
· The Deputy Vice Chancellor Finance and Administration
· The Principal College of Humanities and Social Sciences
· The Dean School of Liberal and Performing Arts
· The Chair Department of Performing Arts and Film
· Distinguished Guests
· Members of Staff and Students:
Good morning to you all!

I am delighted to be part of this special occasion when our long time partner, the US Government is once again extending support to the University through a donation of film equipment worth over US$ 9,000.
I take this opportunity to specifically welcome and appreciate the role played by Mr. Niles Cole and Ms. Dorothy Ngalombi, from the Cultural Affairs Department of the US Embassy in Uganda in securing this equipment. Your support and guidance have been crucial in this process. We sincerely thank the US Government for its continued support to Makerere University over the last 70 years. Through its Embassy here in Uganda, the US Government continues to support a number of projects at Makerere University, which have tremendously contributed to the realisation of our three core functions of Teaching And Learning, Research and Innovations as well as Knowledge Transfer Partnerships And Networking. 
Like many other Universities worldwide, Makerere has greatly benefited from the generosity of Americans through the various Fulbright programmes. I wish to extend our sincere appreciation to the US Embassy for the grant given to the Department of Performing Arts and Film last year to host a Fulbright Specialist in film. Dr. Lana Garland, the Fulbright Specialist, will review and teach film and television drama production to undergraduate students as well as work with staff in the Department to develop short-term certificate programmes in film and television drama production. 
He was here last year and will be returning in April to conduct “from script to screen” practical workshops not only for the Department students, but also for students from other media schools in Kampala as well as practicing film makers and television drama producers. 
I am happy to note that the Department currently has 95 students spread from first to third year, studying drama and music and we are certain that more students will continue to join the Department to study this first growing field the world over.   
Makerere University sincerely appreciates the continuing support from the US Government. Over the years, we have benefited a lot from the American People through various agencies including the Carnegie Corporation of New York, the Rockefeller Foundation, USAID, and several others. With this most recent donation of film equipment, I am sure our learners will get hands on skills that will make them competitive in the fast growing film industry world over. I appeal to the Department to put the equipment to its proper use so that it benefits our learners.
Ladies and Gentlemen, allow me to appreciate the tireless efforts by the Chair of the Department of Performing Arts and Film, Assoc. Prof. Sylvia Nannyonga- Tamusuza, aimed at reviving the glory of the Department. When she became Head in 2015, Assoc. Prof. Tamusuza, together with members of staff and students, immediately launched the PAF Reloaded Strategic Plan with the aim of reviving the glory of the Department. The objectives of the Strategic Plan included; improving productivity, staff and student welfare; resource mobilisation; infrastructure as well as research and project development. 
Basing on this plan, Assoc. Prof. Tamusuza has had several engagements with potential donors and has embarked on several projects. Key among these projects is that of constructing a 300-seater amphi theatre that is expected to generate income for the Department but also the University. 
Allow me to thank the Norwegian Government through the Norwegian College of Dance for supporting this initiative. We welcome more support from other partners to build more capacity and strengthen collaborations with stakeholders in the film industry within and outside Uganda. 
Today’s donation and many other projects in the pipeline are a testimony of Assoc. Prof. Tamusuza’s commitment to revive the glory of the Department. We sincerely thank her and pledge continued support towards the realisation of the Department’s goals as We Build for the Future.
Lastly, I once again thank the US Embassy and the US Government for its continuing support to Makerere University. 

Thank you.
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