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'WE BUILD FOR THE FUTURE





SPEECH BY THE VICE CHANCELLOR, PROFESSOR JOHN DDUMBA-SSENTAMU

AT THE CEREMONY TO LAY THE FOUNDATION STONE FOR THE CENTRE FOR PERFORMING ARTS 
HELD ON FRIDAY, 31ST MARCH, 2017 IN THE UNIVERSITY FREEDOM SQUARE
· The Ambassador of the Royal Norwegian Embassy in Uganda – H.E Susan Eckey
· The  Rector of the Norwegian University College of Dance – Prof. Ann Kristin Norum
· The Chairperson of University Council - Eng. Dr. Charles Wana-Etyem
· Members of Council present

· Members of University Management present 
· The Principal, College of Humanities and Social Sciences
· The Dean, School of Liberal and Performing Arts
· The Chair and Members of Staff, Department of Performing Arts and Film
· Distinguished Guests in your respective capacities
· Members of the Public

· Ladies and Gentlemen:
……………………………………………………………………………………………………..
It gives me great pleasure to join you at the opening ceremony of this important two-day event of opening the Department of Performing Arts and Film to the community. It is an exciting time in Makerere University’s history, the first of its kind when the public has been invited to learn more about the Department and what it has to offer society as a leading center for performing arts and film in Uganda. The main activity today will be laying of the foundation stone for the proposed Centre for Performing Arts and Film. 

The state of the art facility is expected to house the Department and will not only help improve the teaching and learning of performing arts and film at Makerere University but will greatly contribute to the development of the performing arts industry in Uganda and the entire East African region. This is a great milestone for the Department which has had infrastructural challenges since its establishment in 1971. I therefore congratulate the leadership, staff and students of the Department upon this great initiative. 

World over, the performing arts field is a fast growing industry, contributing millions of dollars to the economy. As such, investing in training facilities is crucial for the sustainability and continued growth of the industry. I take this opportunity to appeal for support from all stakeholders towards the implementation of this project.
On behalf of the University Management, I once again extend our sincere appreciation to the Royal Norwegian Government for its continued support to Makerere University. 
Specifically, I wish to use this opportunity to thank our friends from the Norwegian University College of Dance under the leadership of Prof. Ann. Kristin Norum for supporting the activities of the Department of Performing Arts and Film here at Makerere University. As many of you may be aware, the Norwegian University College of Dance has been collaborating with the Department since 2010. In 2016, it renewed its partnership with the Department and the main area of mutual cooperation is fundraising towards building the Centre. We are indeed grateful and welcome more support from other partners as we strive to make a contribution to the development of the performing arts industry in Uganda.
Ladies and Gentlemen, allow me to also appreciate the tireless efforts of the entire Department of Performing Arts and Film led by Assoc. Prof. Sylvia Nannyonga-Tamusuza. Their efforts of reviving the glory of the Department are materialising through this project, particularly since the launch of the Reloaded Strategic Plan 2015-2020. Together with members of staff and students of the Department, Assoc. Prof. Nannyonga-Tamusuza has led the process of actualising the objectives of the Reloaded Strategic Plan including i) improving productivity, staff and student welfare; ii) resource mobilisation; and iii) infrastructure as well as research and project development. 
Basing on this plan, the Department has had several engagements with potential donors and has embarked on several projects. Key among these projects is the construction of the Centre for Performing Arts, for which we are laying the foundation stone today. I am very happy to be part of this great achievement and pledge continued support and commitment on the part of University Management.   
May I also take this opportunity to thank the Chairperson and Members of the fundraising committee for accepting to take on this noble task. We sincerely appreciate and hope for the best results.

It is my prayer that we shall live to witness and enjoy the fruits of this important venture, as we build the performing arts and film industry in Uganda.  
I wish you peaceful celebrations.
Thank you.
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