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MAKEREREUNIVERSITY
ADDRESS BY THE VICE CHANCELLOR, PROFESSOR BARNABAS NAWANGWE
ON THE OCCASION OF THE PUBLIC LECTURE COMMEMORATING 30 YEARS OF JOURNALISM AND COMMUNICATION
INTHEMAIN HALLON THURSDAY 26TH SEPTEMBER2019, 9:00AM
· Our Keynote Speaker Prof. Goretti Nassanga
· Members of Staff of Makerere University

· Gallant Makerereans 
· The Media Fraternity

· Distinguished Visitors

· Ladies and Gentlemen:

It is my sincere honour and privilege to welcome you all toMakerere Universitythis morning, as we hold this Public Lecture in commemoration of ‘30 years of advancing journalism and communication professionalism’. 
As the University Management, we are happy to see that the Department of Journalism and Communication has made great strides over the last 30 years. In particular, I was happy to hear the thoughts of colleagues in the same Department about how we can use the power of communication to enhance Makerere University’s strategy for the next ten years. 
Ladies and gentlemen, our institutional Strategic Planning Framework (2019/2020-2029/2030) has been underpinned by the theme, Unlocking the Potential of Makerere University as a Regional Knowledge Hub. Therein we have identified Communication and its accompanying polices and strategies as a crucial component of achieving good Governance and Institutional Effectiveness. We therefore look forward to working with colleagues in Journalism and Communication to take our alma mater to greater heights. 

We are equally happy that the Department of Journalism is currently engaged in an innovative fundraising drive for the establishment of a Multimedia Production Resource Centre. As our broadcasting industry continues on its rapid growth trajectory, it is only fair that our students are exposed to state-of-the-art equipment and facilities while they are still on campus. 
I therefore wish to reassure you of the University Management’s support in ensuring that the Multimedia Production Resource Centre is completed, furnished and made available for our students to use. The East African Broadcasting Industry has a number of alumni and corporate entities that have benefitted from the Department of Journalism and Communication and we shall be happy to endorse any efforts to reach out to them. 
I am happy too that you invited Prof. Goretti Nassanga to give the keynote address at this symposium. She has seen this Department curve out right from inception and hasserved diligently to coveted levels. Makerere University is proud of her as the first communications professor in Uganda out of only two. I would like to thank her for accepting to give the keynote address on the topic of Journalism and Communication Education in the era of privatization, commercialization and ICTs vis-a-via African Democracy and Development needs.As a university, we have a role to play in bringing out the best media practitioners who will impact the region and beyond. I commit to doing my best in helping you in endeavours towards becoming a School and putting up a Multimedia Resource Centre. When a representative team from your Department visited me last week, I sharedwith them about partners in China who are interested in helping you equip this Centre. I will continue to engage them and share with you the outcome.
I thank you all for your kind attention and I wish you fruitful celebratory activities. 
With those few remarks, I declare this symposium open as We build for the future.
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