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SPEECH BY THE VICE CHANCELLOR 

PROFESSOR BARNABAS NAWANGWE
AT THE INTELLECTUAL DISCOURSE 
24th MAY 2018
 IN THE MAKERERE UNIVERSITY SENIOR COMMON ROOM 
· Our distinguished visitors 

· Our partner Konrad Adenauer Stiftung

· Makerere University Management

· The Leadership and Staff from the College of Humanities and Social Sciences

· The Keynote Speaker 
· Panelists
· Distinguished dignitaries
· Ladies and Gentlemen: 
It is my humble honour and privilege to welcome you to Makerere University; a renowned hub for knowledge creation, research and innovations. In a special way I welcome you to this intellectual discourse in which we are assessing the role of African Academia in shaping Contemporary Governance Discourse.  

The history of society is the history of production, dissemination and knowledge creation. The ideas that drive society are incubated and nurtured within the academia. As the academia is a reflection of the larger society, what then comes out depends on how the larger society invests in this kind of academia. 
Established in 1922 with 14 students, Makerere University has grown over the years to become one of the leading universities in the world. A respected Centre of Academic Excellence, the institution has built and shaped a strong political, social, economic and cultural environment of several countries in Africa. Makerere University is well known for building a strong academic and research network that has impacted many generations and groomed some of the Africa’s greatest leaders.

I am happy that today we have a high profile delegation comprising politicians from across Africa to reflect on our responsibilities as academicians in shaping the political arena of our countries. I am therefore very optimistic that the Dialogue will yield positive results and provide solutions for the betterment of communities and humanity in general. 

I also hope that this intellectual discourse marks the beginning of relationships and partnerships between Makerere University and each of the Universities/Countries represented today. Makerere University recognises the importance of institutional internationalisation and the institution has engaged in several cordial, academic and research partnerships with private and public; institutions organisations, countries and companies. 
I thank the Keynote Speaker for accepting to lead the dialogue and the panelists for dedicating time to be part of the intellectual discourse. My sincere appreciation to Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung (KAS) for supporting this particular initiative. I also applaud Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung for being that reliable partner that has continuously supported public dialogues and debates at Makerere University. With your support, Makerere University students and staff have been in position to participate in dialogues/debates focusing on topical issues that affect society.

I thank the College of Humanities and Social Sciences (CHUSS), the Department of Political Science and Public Administration, Makerere University Public Relations Office and the CHUSS Communication Office for the wonderful coordination that has culminated in a successful visit.

I strongly believe that the academia have an important role in shaping Contemporary Governance Discourse. So, everyone present has a noble duty of contributing to the debate by providing strategies that will enable the academia to positively and effectively shape the contemporary Governance Discourse. I wish you an engaging and fruitful intellectual discourse. 
We Build for the Future.

I thank you!
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