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Abstract  

The study assessed the perceptions of what different individuals associated with the discipline of 

philosophy understood it to be, on one hand, and analyzed definitions of philosophy from different 

texts, on the other. The aim of the study was to offer a simplified understanding of philosophy and 

my major assumption was that perceptions and definitions complement each other to provide a 

better understanding of the discipline of philosophy. The methods included key informant 

interviews and content analysis. In regard to the former, respondents were selected from people 

who have contact with the discipline of philosophy at Makerere University, either as students or 

former students, or staff or supervisors of the Department of philosophy. In the case of the latter, 

texts which had definitions of philosophy were consulted, and later both categories of data were 

subjected to a logical analysis that led to the conclusions that perceptions of the discipline of 

philosophy were inadequate much as the definitions were also inaccessible to the wider public. It 

was observed that the nature of discipline requires continuous review and redefinition.       
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