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archival recordings back to communities of origin in order to document the interplay between 

indigenous and colonial archival practices in a manner that allows for the establishment of 
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Musicians as Community Archives: Historicizing Bududa Landslide Disasters since Mid-

1960s 

 

Abstract 

 

Although landslide disasters in Bududa came to the limelight in 2010, this area has experienced 

landslides since time immemorial as documented by musicians are among the different 

custodians of historical knowledge about landslide narrative in this community. The songs 

composed narrate experiences about this calamity and act as mechanisms to offer advice on 

mitigation measures. Moreover, as landslide survivors, musicians are also among the people 

relocated from their original homes. While in their migrant homes, they have continued to 

archive through song their new experiences. Tracing this history from mid-1960s when some 

of the musicians began their music careers, this study engages musicians and community 

members to investigate the nature of material archived through song and how local and Central 

Government officials, community leaders, Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs) and 

development agencies can draw on it to mitigate the landslide disaster in Bududa District. I 

argue that history has the power to address the present and predict the future since it enables 

people to study and understand the past. As such, there is a need to examine how musicians 

have archived landslide disasters in Bududa through song and how such information can 

participate in mitigating landslides in this district.  
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