
Over 130 Cadet Officers Oriented on Library Use at Makerere University 

More than 130 cadet officers from the Uganda Military Academy (UMA) in Kasambya have 

been oriented on library use and access to electronic resources during a one-day academic visit 

to Makerere University, as part of preparations for their Bachelor’s Degree in Defence Studies. 

The cadets, who are enrolled under Makerere University through the College of Humanities 

and Social Sciences (CHUSS), visited the main campus on 20th November 2025  for induction 

on the use of the Makerere University Library, with a particular focus on accessing e-resources 

remotely. UMA is one of Makerere’s affiliated institutions, and the Bachelor’s Degree in 

Defence Studies is coordinated by the School of Social Sciences. 

Speaking during the visit, the Dean of the School of Social Sciences, Dr. Justus Twesigye, said 

the orientation was significant, noting that for some cadets it was their first time at Makerere 

University. He explained that the group included East African students from Kenya, Tanzania, 

Rwanda and South Sudan. 

“They came here after the first six weeks of military training, a kind of reorientation, before 

they begin the Bachelor’s Degree in Defence Studies,” Dr. Twesigye said, adding that the visit 

to Makerere was symbolic because the cadets are formally Makerere University students, even 

though most of their teaching takes place at the Uganda Military Academy in Kasambya. 

Dr. Twesigye said the library induction was a critical component of the orientation, as the 

cadets will rely heavily on the Makerere University Library while studying remotely. “They 

needed instruction on how to access e-resources and assurance that they will always be 

supported remotely,” he said. 

The cadets also toured selected parts of the university, including the School of Social Sciences, 

interacted with library staff and teaching staff, and took part in activities aimed at officially 

kick-starting the semester, which commenced the following week. 

According to Dr. Twesigye, the one-day orientation has become a standing practice since the 

inception of the Defence Studies programme. He noted that logistical and resource constraints 

make it difficult to host the cadets for longer periods on campus. 

The visit has since opened opportunities for further collaboration between Makerere University 

Library and the Uganda Military Academy. Dr. Twesigye revealed that a month later, a 

delegation from Makerere University Library, led by the Deputy University Librarian, visited 

UMA to explore areas of cooperation. 

Discussions focused on library support, archiving, training, and a proposal to establish a 

museum at the academy. He said the engagements have strengthened ongoing efforts to support 

cadet officers in accessing library services remotely. 

Makerere University continues to expand academic and institutional linkages with affiliated 

institutions to enhance access to learning resources for students in specialized training 

environments. 
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