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ABSTRACT
        The death penalty is a controversial issue that usually raises debate in different parts of the world. The broad aim of this study was to critically analyse the question of capital punishment in Uganda. The specific objectives included: to find out whether people think it is morally right or wrong to sentence a person to death in Uganda, to establish the extent to which capital punishment is an effective deterrent to heinous crimes, to explore the public opinion concerning the death penalty and to find out the reasons for the persistence of capital punishment in Uganda.
        The methodological aspect of the study consisted both qualitative and quantitative techniques in that all the data gathered in the research is based on primary and secondary sources. The research design included: sampling, procedures, sample size, data collection methods and instruments, data processing and analysis. These are explained in details. 

        The study showed that proponents support capital punishment based on retribution, deterrence, incapacitation, economic costs and public opinion. While the opponents stress that it does not serve its deterrence purpose, it promotes revenge and it is against human dignity. Some of the issues emerging from the findings relate especially to the fact that human dignity is inalienable - a rational person can not lose or forfeit such dignity. The study showed that even in some circumstances in which there is clearly an ‘evil’, it may be morally incumbent on us to cooperate with it in order to avoid something far worse. The findings showed that opinion is split in Uganda: some people support the application of capital punishment while others do not. The study also revealed that it has not been shown that the death sentence would be materially more effective to deter heinous crimes than the alternative sentence of life imprisonment would be. It is evident from this study that there are individuals and organisations who seek the abolition of the death penalty. What emerges from the survey of the pros and cons of the death penalty is that the abolitionist case appears more compelling than the retentionist case. The study also showed that capital punishment has persisted in Uganda because it is used as a ‘political weapon’ to suppress opposition.
Looking at the concepts which are usually attributed to every human life; dignity of life, sanctity of life, intrinsic value of life, inviolability of life and respect for life none of these can justify the death penalty. During conviction and sentencing the crime victim is only often seen as the object of moral concern yet both the attacker and the attacked human dignity is degraded and hurt. There is a tendency of the police and judiciary mixing their professions with politics; this brings lack of independence in their judgments. The investigation department in Uganda is poor and characterised by corruption. Most proponents of the death penalty base their arguments on reasons for deterrence; they do not base their arguments on morality of capital punishment. 
         The study gives some recommendations and these are: the need for deep appreciation of life and commit ourselves to a culture of life by upholding human dignity; law officers should stick to their ethics in order to promote justice in the judiciary; Africa’s rich indigenous justice traditions which emphasise reconciliation or ‘restorative justice’ could be revived to complement and in some cases to replace Western-based criminal justice systems. Educating the public about the causes of criminality helps in getting better ways of dealing with criminals and knowing the causes of crimes in way can reduce their occurrence.
