ABSTRACT

RE-READING VIOLENT BIBLICAL TEXTS WITH RETURNING LORD'S RESISTANCE ARMY COMBATANTS IN ACHOLI-LAND

"If you have a part on your body that causes you to sin, cut it off" – Otim (not real name) former LRA rebel. 

This study presents findings from a research that sought to answer the two questions: How have Biblical scholars dealt with the problem of violence in the Old Testament and How could returning former LRA combatants re-read those texts in a way that promotes peace? The research methodology used was qualitative and specific methods included: discourse analysis, narrative analysis and textual criticism. Old Testament scriptures were subjected to hermeneutics and deconstructionism. Data analysis was exegetical; examining interpretation; while the re-reading used invigorated deconstruction of texts.  

Findings indicate that in examining situations of violence, the ideologies which support them must be addressed. In this particular case, the LRA's reading of Biblical texts resulted into violence. Evidence from Northern Uganda shows that the bible was turned into a weapon of violence and oppression of the vulnerable persons by the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA). 

The LRA used Old-Testament texts as hermeneutical tools for the 10 commandments, in order to provide a violent interpretation. This raises important hermeneutical questions with regard to the relevance and contemporary use of the Old Testament in Acholi land. In my view, this has been a generally ignored dimension in the study of the LRA insurgency. But, as northern Uganda goes through a reintegration process, I argue that providing hermeneutical tools to communities committed to peace can play a role in social healing and cohesion. The research constructed a Life ethic interpretive model through which former LRA members could be constructively engaged with biblical texts, in a manner that enhances life, mutual relationships, a culture of peace and to promote human dignity in the region.

