PSYCHOLOGY WEEK - PW2017    10th-13th May 2017
Preamble

For the fourth year running, the School of Psychology Makerere University is organizing a Psychology Week codenamed PW017. The initiative of a Psychology Week is increasing public awareness of how psychology can help people and communities lead healthier, happier and more meaningful and secure lives in all their spheres of life including but not limited to social, community, organizational and work life at large. The focus will be on helping people cope with the stresses of life and increase their wellbeing, and to recognize when professional help is needed. Thus; the specific aim is to assert the role of Psychology in the fundamental spheres of life. To this effect, a theme has been selected under which a number of activities will grace the event. This year’s theme is "Psychology in the Service of National Security.” The theme for this year’s Psychology week puts spotlight on Psychology in relation to the now basic human survival and health factor, security. 

Rationale 

Social-political violence, terrorism, war crimes, and other forms of insecurity are a major global and national concern. Uganda in particular, is faced with an ever-increasing need to prevent violent crime, wars, inter-tribal conflicts, terrorism, and other forms of insecurity that threaten the social ideals, and core values of the individual, family, organizations, and society as a whole. Uganda has never fully recovered from the tremors caused by the infamous March 17, 2000 Kanungu (Kibwetere religious cult) massacre that resulted in deaths of over 700 people, the July 2010 terror attacks on citizens who were watching a world cup match that claimed over 70 lives, among other such massive and violent incidences. More recently the whole country and the country’s institutions for internal and external security have been grappling with violent attacks on muslim clerics as high profile targets including the one that led to the death of Assistant Inspector General of Police, Andrew Kaweesa (RIP).  
This year’s theme for the Psychology Week will focus on security with a view to broaden our perspectives on this very fundamental humanity concern. The theme focuses on the role of psychology in the promotion of individual (physical, psychological and spiritual security needs), group, regional, and national security through the prevention or fight against crime. 
Psychology in the Service of National Security
Psychological perspectives to national security provide insights into aspects of personal security such as the sense of security and seeking security vs taking risks. As such, this intellectual/public debate will seek to address questions such as: what psychological factors affect individual, group, regional, or indeed national security and how are they assessed? How do people of different cultural orientations view security issues? What are the security and psychological implications of technologies such as street surveillance cameras, personal information sharing on the internet, or the use of encryption? 
Psychology plays an important role in criminal investigations. For example in carrying out criminal profiling, assessment, target and pattern profiling as well as in crime prevention. It’s part of psychologists training to  be able to conduct and treat individuals with a high risk for aggressive behavior in the community, in the workplace, and prison facilities, as well as screening, selection, and training of law enforcement in capabilities for  coping and refrain from misuse of firearms during provocative or stressful situations.

Psychosocial factors play a major role in in recruitment of new members into rebel activities, terrorism, and other acts of violence. Psychology is not only important in understanding the individuals or group dynamics that contribute to terrorism, war crimes, and other forms of insecurity, but also in the cultural, religious, organizational, and other background conditions that promote insecurity, as well as the impact of the insecurity on the functioning of the affected individuals and society, as a whole. Psychology provides insight into understanding why employees may maliciously expose the organization to risk of cyber-attacks, and/or value privacy yet they care too little about online security and privacy. 
To this end, the invited presenters/discussants informed by the theory and practice of Psychology and those from the varying security entities will bring those perspectives to bear on  the theme by presenting informed discussions at the May 10th  2017 Psychology Week opening forum/Public Debate. 
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