Thesis title - The Reintegration of Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) Returnee Mothers in the Acholi Society: Socio-Cultural Challenges and Opportunities
Candidate: Emeline Ndossi

ABSTRACT

            This dissertation primarily focuses on the reintegration of women who returned with children without men to call husbands from LRA captivity in the Northern Uganda. The full reintegration of these women into the Acholi society will continue to be a nightmare, unless the socio-cultural factors that challenge their identity and status in Acholi society are worked upon. While the initial socio-cultural opportunities advocated for; the return of these women into their communities, received, rehabilitated, reunited  them with their relatives and cleansed  them from the vengeful spirit of the dead known as Cen in Acholi  culture, some of these women still continue to encounter stigma and abandonment from some of the community members because of socio-cultural factors. 

Some of the socio-cultural opportunities provided during the preliminary stage were inappropriate and ineffectual to some of the factors that challenge their status and identity later due to the Acholi traditional cultural dimensions which are of collectivism, masculinity, high uncertainty avoidance (high UAI) and lowpower distance (Low PDI) nature.

Furthermore, abject poverty in Northern Uganda continues to be a challenge to the collective cultural responsibility for their relatives and them. Thus, their presence in the community does not imply that they are socio-culturally woven within the Acholi Society. 

Geert Hofstede’s theory known as software of the mind was used to analyze the characteristics of the Acholi traditional culture and its implications to the socio-cultural status and identity of these mothers from LRA.
The field research was done in Gulu district in Northern Uganda on 2008 and 2009 with a follow-up in 2015. The methodology used in this research work was mostly qualitative in approach. It utilizes the structured interviews and observation methods in addition to published and unpublished documents. 
Notably, much as the Acholi traditional culture is a resource towards the reintegration of these women, it also proved an obstacle in their full reintegration in the community. Currently, as the efforts of reinstituting cultural institutions continue by Ker Kwaro Acholi (The Acholi Cultural Institution) in Northern Uganda, its relevance need to be examined in the light of the current arising critics related to the reintegration of LRA returnee mothers. 
 In the same manner, providence of the basic socio-services to some of LRA women in desperate conditions and their children need to be addressed by the leaders in the context. 

Future researchers, therefore, will have the task to fill the gap of shortage of publications related to the role of cultural anthropology discipline in the reintegration of male and female LRA returnees in Northern and mostly men socio-cultural experiences in which they have not been researched. 
