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ABSTRACT

The research was about the Impact of the East African Revival Movement on the Understanding of Salvation in the Anglican Church in Uganda.

The study was carried out in the Anglican Church Dioceses in the South Western Region of Uganda in the present districts of Kabale, Kisoro, Rukungiri and Kanungu. The Anglican Christians in these districts share a lot in common due to the shared Revival heritage since its inception in 1935.

The research aimed at assessing critically the role of the Revival Movement in influencing the Anglican Christians in Uganda and Kigezi in particular on how they perceive salvation.

The research was mainly qualitative and descriptive in nature. It employed interviews, observation and questionnaires as the major tools for accessing the desired data. Related documents were also another analyzed significant source of information. 

The study discovered that as the result of the spiritual movement of 1935, Christians in the Anglican Church in Kigezi awoke up to what was expected of them by the Christian faith rather than reviving them. The study argues that it is rather absurd to refer to what transpired in 1935 in the Anglican Church in Kigezi as the Revival Movement since it is not possible to revive what has never been in existence before. Therefore, what transpired in 1935, was the Christian Spiritual Awakening which caused significant shift from the African Traditional Religious beliefs and practices among many Anglican Christians to the expected Christian faith.

Owing to the narrow conceptions generated from the experiences of 1935 spiritual episode by the Anglican Christians, what transpired has since then been referred to as the Revival Movement which many Anglican Christians believe ushered in a new spiritual experience they called salvation. The same narrow conception led to yet another narrow concept on salvation which is responsible for the  distinctions among the Anglican Christians; the “saved” (Abalokole or Abajunwa or Abeishemwe) and the “unsaved” Christians. It is against this background of the narrow conceptions that there exist sectarian and judgmental tendencies especially in matters of salvation in the Anglican Church.

The research observed that the ignorance about the causes and effects of the existence of the sectarian and judgmental tendencies in the Church has culminated in the formation of factions among Christians and especially among the Balokole Christians.

The study recommends that if the Anglican Church in Kigezi and Uganda as a whole is to survive the spiritual challenges that are eroding her reputation, Christians especially the Balokole should desist from their spiritual supremacy claims. Christians should cultivate a culture of spiritual tolerance in the spirit of unity in diversity for cordial co-existence, enhance holistic perception of salvation, encourage teaching sermons  and  emphasize theological education
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