CELEBRATING LITERARY LEGENDS: GAKWANDI AND BUKENYA@80

April 5, 2024

Yusuf Lule Central Teaching Facility

2 PM – 6:00 PM

The Department of Literature in collaboration with the School of Languages Literature and Communication and the College of Humanities and Social Sciences is organising a half day literary event codenamed: Celebrating Literary Legends : Gakwandi and Bukenya@80. This academic event is aimed at recognizing, celebrating and debating these two literary legends as part of Makerere’s literary luminaries that have contributed to her indisputable literary iconicity.

Arthur Gakwandi and Austin Bukenya are seminal writers and literary scholars in Makerere University and Uganda’s history. They are also widely celebrated beyond Uganda’s borders.  Mwalimu Bukenya as he is famously known is a household literary name in Uganda,Kenya and Tanzania.  He is acclaimed for his foundational work together with his teacher Pio Zirimu on orature, and particularly for coining the term that has proved pivotal in defining and developing the crucial field of African literature. Mwalimu Bukenya  has been hailed as a strong symbol of the spirit of East African unity, having started at the University of Dar es Salaam and graduating with a First Class degree and then teaching in both Uganda and Kenya in addition to developing textbooks on English language and literature courses for the region. Mwalimu Bukenya is also celebrated for his central role in actively teaching promoting and developing policies on the Kiswahili language.

Prof. Gakwandi is widely celebrated for his foundational work on the African novel particularly for his book: The Novel and Contemporary Experience in Africa published in 1977 and still used as a reference point up to today. He is also noted for his work as a diplomat that deeply understood and still understands the importance of national and global relationships particularly in the context of the African continent.

Additionally Gakwandi’s novel Kosiya Kifefe has been on the Ugandan syllabus and is widely read in East African schools.

Both Gakwandi and Bukenya are pivotal figures in the life of the Department of Literature and Makerere University where they have devotedly taught as well as supported seminal research and mentored, even in their retirement, current staff. These two literary figures are both well known and  loved at Makerere University and in the East African literary fraternity.

The celebration is in recognition of the importance of both Gakwandi and Bukenya’s service to Makerere University and their outstanding contribution to Uganda, East Africa and to Africa’s literary history. The Department views this event as an opportunity to promote critical debate and advance awareness of homegrown talent and outstanding service to humanity beyond Makerere’s century of existence.

In the spirit of continually drawing attention to our own work and accomplishments at Makerere University, the Department of Literature will showcase oral performances from the students, readings, a keynote address by Prof. Abasi kiyimba and a panel discussion of  Gakwandi and Bukenya Scholars on 5th April, 2024 between 2-6pm in the Makerere University Yusuf Lule Central Teaching Facility Auditorium. Most of the activities of the day will be carried out by students from the Department of Literature in a bid to inspire them to think of the importance of following the work of our own scholars and practitioners. This effort aims at focusing on Gakwandi and Bukenya’s monumental achievements and promoting  creative writing, critical debate and cultural production within Makerere University, Uganda and beyond.

Tentative Program for the Celebrating Literary Legends: Gakwandi and Bukenya @ 80Event Slated for April 5, 2024 in the Yusuf Lule Central Teaching Facility Auditorium at 2:00 PM

Time


Activity

1:30-2:00 PM

Arrival and Registration

2:10-2:10 PM

Anthems

2:10-2:30 PM

Opening Speeches




Chair, Organising Committee




Head, Department of Literature




Dean, School of Languages, Literature and Communication




Principal, College of Humanities and Social Sciences




Vice Chancellor

2:30-2:40 PM

Performance I

2:40-3:10 PM

Keynote Address

3:10-3:20 PM

Introducing Prof Bukenya and Prof Gakwandi

3:20-3:30 PM

Performance II

3:30-4:30 PM

Panel Discussion: The Life and Works of Austin and Authur

4:30-4:40 PM

Performance III

4:40-4:50 PM

Representatives from the families

4:50-5:00 PM

Cutting of the Cakes

5:00-5:10 PM

Presentation of Gifts

5:10-5:40 PM

Speeches from AB and AG

5:40-5:50 PM

Performance IV

6:00 PM

Closure

