Welcome Remarks at the 2nd Eastern African Literary and Cultural Studies Conference

Main Hall, Makerere University, 20th August, 2015

The Guest of Honour, Dr Charles Olweny; The Vice Chancellor, The DVC AA; DVC F &A; Principals and Deans of various colleges and schools here present; departmental chairs; officials and representatives from the various partner institutions and our co-host, the University of Stellenbosch, and the previous host, the University of Nairobi; distinguished guests from foreign missions; our esteemed sponsors; invited guests in your various capacities; Members of the press,conference delegates; ladies and Gentlemen.
On behalf of the Department of Literature and the literary fraternity with which we work closely, I would like to welcome you all to the 2nd Eastern African Literary and Cultural Studies conference with much joy, enthusiasm and gratitude that you are all here with us. I am overwhelmed that this is happening right now and that we are all part of it in our different capacities. When I am not here anymore, may it be said of me that one of my proudest moments, the moment that brought on my biggest grin and those who know me well know the kind of grin I am talking about, was standing in this Main Hall, Makerere University and hearing the names of the literary and cultural figures that the Department of literature boast of, being trumpeted in loud and silent ways: Ngugi , Rubadiri,  Serumaga, Nyerere, Mkapa But as usual I have been assigned a meager five minutes to make my point so I cannot give you an exhaustive list. 
I have a confession to make that I found deciding on what to say and how to say it very hard because preparing this conference has been one intense experience with some high dramatic phases especially in these last three weeks with the non teaching staff carrying out industrial action. So I feel very elated seeing all of you assembled here. 
The idea of the conference series of which this is second in line came from Nairobi and South Africa with these key people: Prof. Grace Musila, Dr. Tom Odhiambo and Mr. Parselelo Kantai. We will always be grateful for their putting this idea into action and starting this relay race. I remember hesitating thinking we have a zero budget for this where do we will we start. Prof. Musila is a person who believes in the old adage: take the bull by the horns. She convinced me that this could be done and when I came and shared the idea with the members of the Department who form the core organising committee ; there were of the same mind that this had to happen and as if by design Stellenbosch released back to us three of our members who have been at the very centre of making sure that this conference becomes a reality. I cannot Guest of Honour thank our organising committee enough and neither can I express enough gratitude to our co hosts from Stellenbosch. I know there will be a moment in which somebody will painstakingly thank everybody but still I am compelled to say thank you and welcome together. The support from various corners has been very strong and our Vice Chancellor has supported this conference as if he were a literary student. I know everybody expected the DVC AA to be as supportive as he has been because he is next of kin. He may actually stand up and say that that is his job granted but you have carried out this job excellently and during this time you have had to open your office yourself tin order to meet us. We are happy  you are here in person. Our bosses in CHUSS have done all in their power to see that we can sit here together to have this conversation about what is happening in the literary and cultural scenes of this Eastern African region. I want to say again that our help beyond the sponsors listed everywhere and to those acknowledged in the conference book is immense. We for example thought of having medical personnel apart from Dr. Olweny on site quite late but Dr. Wandera, the Ag University Hospital Director run to our help as soon as we expressed our medical fears. We have a First Aid team out there but please do not plan on getting ill.
Mr Guest of Honour Sir, I would like to warmly welcome you and to say thank you very much for gracing this occasion with your presence.
In  our understanding , you are not only a medical doctor credited with innovation and finding of key medical help to liver cancer in particular but we think that you are a doctor who practices medical humanities without subscribing to the name. We invited you to open this conference because we take you as a doctor who has studied the heart and mind of being human, sir that is the every essence of what we do in literary and cultural studies. I know your CV is very long and on one of its pages, there is the fact that you have written an autobiography titled : A Rolling Stone. You may have noted that in our full programme, we have papers on life writing, this is just to assure you that you are in the right place at the right time this morning.
My minute minutes are now over and I would just like to say again how so very welcome you are all and how exceedingly delighted the Department of Literature, Makerere University is to have you all here with us.

