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MAKERERE UNIVERSITY
ADDRESS BY THE CHANCELLOR
PROFESSOR EZRA SURUMA
ON THE OCCASION OF THE 68TH GRADUATION CEREMONY
OF MAKERERE UNIVERSITY
FRIDAY, 19TH JANUARY 2018
· H.E The President of the Republic of Uganda represented by Minister of Public Service, Hon. Wilson Muruli Mukasa

· The First Lady and Hon. Minister of Education and Sports represented by Minister for Kampala Capital City Authority, Hon. Beti Olive Kamya

· Honorable Members of Parliament

· The High Commissioner, South African High Commission 

· Your Excellency, The Chinese Ambassador to Uganda

· Members of the Diplomatic Corps,
· Your Lordships the Judges of the Judicature
· Religious Leaders
· The Leadership of Kampala Capital City Authority
· Representatives of Government Ministries, Departments and Agencies
· Chancellors and former Chancellors and especially Hon. Professor  Mondo Kagonyera, my predecessor as Chancellor
· Chairperson and Members of Makerere University Council
· Vice-Chancellor and Members of the University Management Team
· Former Vice Chancellors 
· Former University Management Staff
· Vice Chancellors, Rectors and Principals of other Universities and Institutions
· Members of the University Senate
· Members of Staff of Makerere University
· Parents and Guardians
· Graduands
· The Media Fraternity
· Distinguished Visitors
· Ladies and Gentlemen:
…………………………………………………………………….
1. It is a great honor for me to welcome all of you to the 4th and last session of the 68th Graduation Ceremony. We thank God who has enabled us to be here today.
2. In a special way, I am extremely pleased and privileged to welcome our friends from South Africa who have come represent our esteemed leader Mrs. Winnie Makizidela Mandela. You are most welcome to Uganda in general and to Makerere University in particular. Thank you very much for coming.
3. I thank the Vice Chancellor, Prof. Barnabas Nawangwe, for his remarks and all the arrangements that have been made by the administration to organize this graduation ceremony. I once again heartily congratulate Prof. Barnabas Nawangwe upon successfully winning the race to become our new Vice Chancellor. Congratulations Professor Nawangwe.
4. I thank the outgoing Vice Chancellor, Prof. John Ddumba-Ssentamu, for his many years of distinguished service to Makerere University. Thank you very much Professor Ddumba-Ssentamu for all that you have done and continue to do in the service of Makerere University. 

5. I am pleased to recognize the enormous contributions of the Makerere University Council led by Engineer Charles Wan-Etyem. Thank you very much for your distinguished service. I say also thank you to the Management and the Senate; the academic staff, for their enormous services in teaching, counseling and research and the administrative and support staff and the staff associations namely MUASA, MASA and NUEI that have continued to champion the cause of the staff of the University and have helped in the resolution of many challenges that have faced Makerere University. 
6. I recognize the role of government, the development partners, and other stakeholders of Makerere University especially in providing the funding that is crucial for the continued existence and improvement of teaching and research. Thank you very much.
7. I congratulate all of you graduands and your parents upon your graduation. I thank the parents, guardians, relatives, friends, religious leaders and donors who have supported you socially, emotionally and financially. They have sacrificed and invested a lot in you. It is now your turn to exploit the education you acquired here to forge a better future for yourselves and also to pay back. 
8. The world needs creative minds that can find solutions to the milliard problems humanity faces. Please focus on what you can give rather than on what you can get! To quote President John F. Kennedy inaugural address in 1961, “Ask not what your country can do for you - ask what you can do for your country”.
9. The future belongs to creators and innovators. The products and movements that control the world today were not there yesterday when I graduated with my first degree. Google was not there. Apple was not there. Microsoft was not there. The internet was not there. The NRM was not there. Email was not there. Facebook and whatsup just started yesterday. All that has changed. The innovations of the last several decades now dominate the global culture and economy. 

10. The innovations that will govern our future will not come as much from our government as they will from the people. If we continue to expect innovations to come from our government we shall fall further and further behind. The role of government is essentially to provide public goods. It has barely enough money to secure our security and build some roads. That is why it borrows so much from outside.  So how is it going to abandon its role of providing public goods such as infrastructure to provide private goods? The private sector must provide the private goods and services. In a poor country like ours the need for services is almost unlimited. That means opportunities are equally unlimited.
11. Half the children in UPE cannot pass a literacy test after six years of education. Please provide an alternative. In many advanced countries private education is far superior to public education. That is an opportunity.

12.  In 2017 we estimated that 51% of the health workers are absent from public hospitals and health centers. And you know it. Provide an alternative. We must serve each other and stop giving government as an excuse for poor services. And if government is the problem organize and remove it. That is what we did in 1980. There was no movement before 1980. Now it is everywhere. You are now graduates. The time for being spoon fed has long past. Our destiny is in our hands.
13. Mother Theresa of Calcutta said; “We don’t do great things. We do small things with great love.” Please think about it. There are 60,000 villages with at least 32 million people that need clean water. Perhaps a small thing: a borehole perhaps. But it makes a big difference to have clean water nearby. Go and do something about it. They also need health insurance. Do something about it. Millions of children cannot read and write. Do something about it. 40 million Ugandans need food, clothing, housing, transportation and thousands of products and services. Do something about it. With love! Start something: with love!
14. Let us clean up our mess. Creativity driven by the passion to be a better neighborhood, a better village, a better parish and a better country. As long as you have breath, and you have some strength and a sound mind you can help somebody. And as long as you can help somebody your life is not in vain. Your life is not useless. Your life is useful. I have not said easy. No. Tough but useful. Perhaps you will not make the headlines. But to the person and the community you help you will make their headlines. Just as your parents and guardians here today are your headlines, the headlines that really matter. Maybe it is a small thing to pay school fees, but it takes great love to do so. Please go and do likewise. Uganda can and Uganda will be transformed by graduates and non-graduates who do small things for each other with great love. That is when the motto “For God and my country” will become an everyday reality. God is love. If you really care about God and about your country then you must focus your life on serving the millions of people around who desperately need your help. I guarantee that your life will not be in vain.
15. For God and my country.

Professor E. Suruma

Chancellor.

19 January, 2018.
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