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President of the ANC Women’s League
Profession:
Social Worker, Politician
Mrs Winnie Madikizela Mandela was born Winifred Zanyiwe Madikizela on 26 September 1936in the village of eMbongweni, Bizana, Pondoland, in what is now South Africa's Eastern Cape Province. Her Xhosa name Nomzamo means "She who tries". The fourth born of eight children, seven sisters and one brother. Her parents, Columbus and Gertrude, were both teachers, a history teacher and headmaster, and a domestic science teacher, respectively. Her mother, Gertrude died when Mrs Mandela was nine, resulting in the break-up of her family as all the siblings were sent to live with different relatives. 
Mrs Mandela showed signs of leadership at a very young age. After passing her Junior Certificate with distinction, she went on to study at Shawbury, a Methodist Mission School at Qumbu.  It was there that she matriculated and distinguished herself as a person with exceptional leadership qualities. Mrs Mandela went on to become the Head Girl of her High School in Bizana. After she matriculated she went to Johannesburg to study Social Work at the Jan Hofmeyr School, despite restrictions on the education of Blacks during Apartheid. She earned her degree in Social Work in 1955 and became the first black professional Social Worker in South Africa. Her first job was as a Social Worker at Baragwanath Hospital in Soweto. Several years later she earned a Bachelor's degree in International Relations from the University of Witwatersrand.  
In addition to her academic credentials, Mrs. Winnie Mandela is best known as a South African activist and a politician. She is a member of the ANC's National Executive Committee and has held several government positions and headed the African National Congress Women's League.
She was married to Mr.Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela for 38 years, including the 27 years he was imprisoned. 
Her role in the fight against Apartheid
Mrs Winnie Madikizela Mandela, better known in South Africa as the “Mother of the Nation” in recognition of her activism and leadership during the Apartheid era, played a crucial role in the liberation of South Africa from Apartheid and colonialism in 1994.
In October 1958, Mrs Madikizela Mandela was among the more than one thousand women arrested in demonstrations against the Pass laws which forced black people to carry identification documents to control their movements. The two weeks she spent in prison for her participation proved a mere hint of the draconian treatment the South African Nationalist government had in store for her and her comrades over the next decades. She lost her job and income as a Social Worker, a significant financial setback for her and her family.
Mrs Madikizela Mandela chose to serve the needy and to devote her energy and skills to the struggle for equality and justice for all in South Africa.  During Apartheid, she was arrested several times under the Terrorism Act, imprisoned and banished for her active involvement in the liberation struggle. She was arrested following the Soweto 1976 student uprisings where hundreds of students were killed and in May 1977 she was banished to the town of Brandfort in the Free State Province and placed under house arrest, which separated her from friends, family, and her livelihood. She described the experience as alienating and heart-wrenching, yet she continued to speak out.
Despite this she initiated social welfare programmes and politicized the residents of Phathakahle township and her continued escalating persecution was met by her unwavering commitment to political and social justice and a refusal to be bullied into submission. She helped the local black community establish a nursery school(crèche), a soup kitchen for school children, and a mobile health unit. In addition, she initiated self-help projects that ranged from growing vegetables to knitting and sewing uniforms to help the local community.
In 1985, after her home in Soweto was firebombed, she defied the regime and returned to Soweto to continue the fight for freedom for all South Africans even during the government media bans. 
She is revered for her role in ending Apartheid and her story has been the subject of an opera, books and films.
Awards and Recognitions
Mrs. Mandela remains an important figure in South African society, in the history of the liberation struggle not only on South Africa but in other parts of the world. It is this role that has earned Mrs. Mandela several Awards and Recognitions, including:
· 1983

New York City renamed the square in front of the South African 
Mission to the United Nations as 'Nelson and Winnie Mandela Plaza'.
· 1984

Freedom of the City of Aberdeen conferred on both Nelson 
and Winnie Mandela, on 29 November.
· 1985

The Third World Prize, awarded annually by the London-based
Third World Foundation for Social and Economic Studies, awarded jointly to Nelson and Winnie Mandela.
· 1986

Freedom of the Borough of Islwyn, Wales, given to Winnie 
and Nelson Mandela.
· 1986

Mr Mandela awarded, with Winnie Mandela, the Third World 
Prize by the Strategic and International Studies Group of Malaysia.
· 1987

Honorary Degrees to Winnie and Nelson Mandela, from the 
Ross University School of Medicine in the Caribbean.
· 2016

The Order of Luthuli in Silver for her “excellent contribution to 
the fight for the liberation of the people of South Africa”, awarded by President Jacob Zuma.
The Award Citation Reads:
“She bravely withstood constant harassment by the apartheid police and challenged their brutality at every turn. She became a symbol of the anti-apartheid struggle and of the bravery and determination of the oppressed to gain their freedom‚ against all odds”.
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