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Austin Bukenya is a leading authority on oracy and African orature. He is perhaps best known for being one of the faculty at Makerere University that launched the teaching of the first undergraduate course in Oral Literature ( Orature) in 1969. With the late Pio Zirimu, his teacher, they came up with the now world famous term Orature to explain the enormous body of African oral forms and its significance to literary aesthetics. 

Austin Bukenya was trained at the University of Dar es Salaam, Makerere University, Kenyatta University, the University of York, the University of Madagascar and University of Stirling. He has taught at the Makerere University, University of Nairobi, University of Dar es Salaam, University of Stirling, The United States International University, Daystar University college, Nairobi and Kenyatta University. He is popularly known as a ‘true’ East African scholar because literally all East African nations claim him as their own.

Austin Bukenya has worked extensively in the field of African Languages and Literature and has completed major research in the field of the Ugandan novel and East African oral traditions. He is famously known for promoting the area of oral traditions particularly in East Africa. He  has contributed strongly  to the scholarship of Luganda and Swahili languages.

He is a founding executive committee member for the International Society for Oral Literature in Africa (ISOLA), a member of the executive committee and a research coordinator for Kenya Oral Literature (KOLA), a member of the Central Committee of Performing and Creative arts , Kenyatta University and a Secretary to the once influential Uganda Linguistics and Authors Association. He was also the Overseas Link Coordinator for Higher Education Link between the Department of Literature, Makerere University and the University of London’s School of Oriental and African Studies working on the project of “Oracy and Applied Performance”. He was a researcher on the Makerere- NUFU Folklore Project.

Prof Austin Bukenya has published widely and he is best known for these books:

Understanding Oral Literature, 1994, Oral Literature Theory, 1991 African Oral Literature for Schools, 1983, Emboozi Mukaaga, 1970 among others. He has published numerous articles in reputed international journals mostly concentrating on the ideas of oracy, Orature and Oral Literature and the development of  Kiswahili.

He is also famously known for his creative work such as his novel: The People’s Bachelor and his plays : The Bride and A Hole in the Sky.
