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Prof. Arthur Gakwandi

Prof. Arthur Shatto  Gakwandi is a specially gifted teacher and literary critic. A fount of knowledge in the African Novel, Ugandan writing, creative writing, human rights and foreign policy. He first started teaching  at the Department of Literature, Makerere University in 1971. He is an international figure distinguished in his knowledge of Literature. He is the author of  a foundational book on the  African novel: The Novel and Contemporary Experience in Africa and he is widely known for his novel Kosiya Kifefe, a text that has been taught on the Ugandan A level syllabus
Arthur Gakwandi earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in English and French from the University of East Africa in 1968, a Diploma in Diplomacy from the Carnegie Institute of Diplomacy in 1969 , a Masters in Letters in English Literature from Edinburgh University in 1971 and a Ph.D in Literature from Makerere University in 1986. He has taught at the University of Nairobi, Makerere University, Bayero University, Kano, Nigeria, and Connecticut College , U.S.A.

He has offered distinguished service in the diplomatic field in various capacities as an Alternate Ambassador, Uganda Mission to the Organization of African Unity and Economic Commission for Africa, Addis Ababa, Ambassador, Head Asia Pacific  Region, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Kampala, Ambassador, Head East African Cooperation and Ring States, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Kampala and Ambassador/Deputy Permanent Representative, Permanent Mission of Uganda to the United Nations, Geneva. Additionally he published  Pocket Facts about Uganda  as a contribution to promoting the tourism industry in Uganda.

Prof .Gakwandi was chair of Pen International ( Uganda Chapter). He was twice chair of  the panel of judges for the Commonwealth Writers’ Prize East African Region. He has been active in human rights activism as a representative of Uganda in a wide range of UN working groups on human rights issues and was a member of the UN Committee for the Protection of the  Rights of Migrant workers from 2004 to 2006.
