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REMARKS BY THE PRIME MINISTER 
RT. HON. RUHAKANA RUGUNDA 
ON THE OCCASION OF CELEBRATING 30 YEARS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JOURNALISM AND COMMUNICATION 
FRIDAY, 27SEPTEMBER 2019
HOTEL AFRICANA
· The Vice Chancellor Makerere University, Prof. Barnabas Nawangwe

· Representatives from Embassies and Development Partners

· Honorable Members of Parliament

· The Keynote Speaker, Prof. Monica Chibita
· Members of Staff of Makerere University

· The Media Fraternity

· Distinguished Visitors

· Ladies and Gentlemen:

-----

I do recognize each one of you present.
I was delighted to learn that it has been 30 years of professional training in Journalism and Communication in Uganda. I therefore take this opportunity to congratulate the Department of Journalism and Communication and the entire Makerere University upon this milestone. Indeed, the Office of the Prime Minister and several government offices have benefitted and continue to benefit from the human resource trained by you in managing the communication function. I thank you.

The theme of this evening’s key note address, ‘Access to information for good governance,’ could not have been more timely. It has been delivered at that point in time when Government has spread out to harness the opportunities available in the East African Community, African Union and other international bodies. I thank Prof. Monica Chibita for delivering this key note and highlighting the importance of freedom of expression and of the media in national development. The panel discussion has been excellent too, in bringing out the areas that need a rethink in terms of policy and approach. I encourage you to organize these engagements periodically and moderated in such acceptable tone, so that we learn from one another. Academia cannot and should not be detached from government at any step in growing this nation. I enjoyed the synthesis of though in the room.  I thank you.

As you celebrate 30 years of Journalism and Communication, I urge you to refocus the coming years towards a deliberate effort to support government in our efforts to streamline communication. This is especially among the various departments of government themselves and also with the masses at the grassroots level. We have several excellent development programmes, whose uptake and appreciation among a substantial section of the citizenry remains low. As experts in communication, we ask you to approach us and propose ways in which we can streamline our communication better across sections of the population. These suggestions should benchmark our intention to become a middle-income country, as highlighted in Vision 2040.  You are also aware that Uganda embraced the 17 Sustainable Development Goals. The ability for us to effectively communicate government’s position on these goals and on the successes in achieving what we have set out to do in the National Development Plan II; can best be achieved through excellent communication strategies. Come work with us.
The onset of social media is certainly a good place to consolidate our communication, although we are cognizant of the fact that these platforms are sometimes deliberately abused by a section of the public for their own selfish interests. I have asked the Uganda Communications Commission to share with my office a compilation of the type of information that attracts the most meaningful debate on social media. We would like to see how to periodically join the conversation and drive government agenda of development and poverty alleviation. 

As you are aware, government has extended 30bn shillings to Makerere University towards research. Half of this money has already been released. I am reliably informed that the request for proposals from researchers at Makerere University was well received and several of these have come through. I thank you for receiving this call with the seriousness it deserved. I am confident that the committee set up to select the winning proposals will do an excellent job. But as they do that, I still encourage you to source for additional funding from development partners, just as you have done in the past. Although this may seem substantial considering our budget shortfalls, we are aware that it is not sufficient to address all the research areas you want to embark on. That aside, I urge you- the communication people, to aggressively communicate research in a language that is digestible by the common person. The accusations and counter accusations of low uptake of research findings by the community perhaps owe to this lapse in communication.   

I wish to reiterate government commitment to working with journalists and communicators, academia and other industry practitioners in these fields as our key development partners. May I take this opportunity to thank you for periodically reporting about our achievements in the various media and keeping us in check. I urge you to consolidate your gains and guard your profession against unprofessional practice and masqueraders. You have curved yourselves out as an important force to reckon with. Protect this position of the fourth estate, as you fondly call yourselves.

I wish you a happy a pleasant evening. Congratulations once again on your anniversary. 

For God and my country  
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