The Disciplines and the Public 

The theme addresses itself to public engagement. It identifies scholars/academics and public intellectuals to create the kind of impact that scholarship and knowledge production emerging from the humanities and humanistic social sciences can have on society. It aims at creating an engaged humanities scholarship interested in contextual social debates. It will adopt a dual mandate, namely, the scholarly and the practical outreach aspects. For the practical outreach component, the theme will concern itself with taking scholarship to the public and bring the public into the academy. From a scholarly point of view, it will converge around the intersection between scholarly production and socio-cultural praxis. Thus, the public intellectual agenda will be premised on an Edward Said’s conception of the intellectual being inherently public. Edward Said in his 1993 Reith Lectures – published under the title Representations of the Intellectual– places the Italian Marxist Intellectual Antonio Gramsci and French Conservative scholar Julien Bendel in a conversation in order to delineate who is an intellectual in contemporary society. Taking Gramsci’s famous declaration that all men are intellectuals but not all men are engaged in intellectual work – thus his distinction between a traditional and organic intellectual – and Bendel’s understanding of intellectuals as a breed apart or philosophers who use their privileged position in society to critique power, Edward Said defines an intellectual as someone who fearlessly speaks the truth to power. While most reviews of Said’s work have focused on the concept of an intellectual as a fearless person who speaks truth to power, the less examined aspect of this theorisation is his idea of humanism as the bedrock of intellectual work whether in a university, think tank, newspaper or political party. Postulating that intellectual work is always a site of critical disenchantment because the power of an intellectual lies in his/her ability to critique the human mind because intellectual work is inherently anti-authoritarian, Edward Said implicitly suggests that an intellectual and intellectual work has to be in the service of society. 

The concept of an intellectual as someone who theorises for the good of society is at the theorisation of thinkers such as SlavojZizek in The Sublime Object of Ideology (1989), NgugiwaThiong’o in Secure the Base: Making Africa Visible in the Globe (2016) and Patrick Lumumba in The Tiro Memorial Lecture (2017). These scholars variously argue that the role of an intellectual is to raise the consciousness of the public through their work against oppression, exploitation and injustice. The notion that intellectual work is in the service of society justifies the perennial partnership between the academy and the public sphere. At the centre of this partnership are the core questions that underline research in the humanities and humanistic social sciences, namely: what type of human being are we really? What type of training goes into producing a humanistic being? What is knowledge? How are we engaged in generating or opening frontiers of knowledge in the academy/within our disciplinary units? Are we retracing the same over-charted paths that have been passed onto us without much questioning? 
Foregrounding the point that the intellectual is a critical thinker who questions and adapts materials to suit her/his context, this theme seeks to productively engage with the above question by convincing the humanities scholar at Makerere University to willingly step outside the insulated walls of the academy and place his/her scholarship on the edge, and into public discourses; and to subject it to public scrutiny, on the one hand. On the other hand, it also suggests the doors of the academy are opened for public to engage with the knowledge that is being produced with integrity, honesty and decency. Emphasis, in this regard, will be put on the production, distillation and theorization of ‘African [Ugandan] knowledge’. Faced with contemporary existential challenges related to the climate the environment; justice and governance; equity and quality of a good life, as well as the protection of the invincible heritage of Uganda/Africa, we need to, at times, look to the traditional past to discover what wisdom we can glean therein to address contemporary challenges. This intellectual agenda is cognisant of the need for a renaissance of humanities and humanistic social sciences academy in the face of societal pressure to justify its relevance to transformation of society. In the current socio-political context, the intervention of this theme is a timely critique of the human condition in Uganda, as Makerere prepares to celebrate the centenary of its existence as a public university. This will be in form of a critical inventory of the contribution of the humanities and humanistic social sciences to national and global development; and a projection of its future contribution to ideational leadership. 
The theme’s dual task of interrogating how the humanities and humanistic social sciences have contributed to public debates and engagements and its attempt to take humanities and humanistic social sciences beyond the disciplinary and university bounds will build on the former Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences prestigious history. This project will also open new facets of humanities scholarship that speak to contextual needs and challenges. In this regard, it is important to note that humanities and humanistic social Sciences faculties at Makerere University courted and attracted eminent scholars and partnered with public sphere institutions such as Transition Magazineto engage with important issues of society during what has been labelled the golden age of Ugandan scholarship during the first phase of decolonisation. This relationship created platforms to debate with integrity and righteous indignation the important questions of the era. For example, the debates that Transition curated in post-independence Kampala between Ali Mazrui and Abu Mayanja against Milton Obote on legitimacy of the post-independence government, rule of law, justice and equalityunderscore Makerere University’s position at the frontline of knowledge production on the African continent. This is perhaps why it groomed post-independent political leaders such as Julius Nyerere, Milton Obote, MwaiKibaki, Benjamin Mkapa, OgingaOdinga, who immensely contributed to the questions and issues that the current research seeks to revisit, historicise and theorise. 
The intellectual debates of Okotp’Bitek, Ali Mazrui, David Rubadiri, Nuruddin Farah, NgugiwaThiong’o, John Ruganda, V. S. Naipul, Wole Soyinka and Mahmood Mamdani in the 1960-70s’ Makerere University distilled important insights into the question of African agency and essence at those critical moments in the evolution of the country and continent. The bold aspiration of this theme: The Disciplines and the Public is to revisit and re-engage with contemporary existential issues of African agency and essence as did the first generation of Makererean humanities and humanistic social sciences scholars who critically historicized and interrogatedthe past and current positionality of the disciplines of humanities and humanistic social sciences at MakerereUniversity in knowledge production. Through scholarly research and practical outreach, the theme willengage in the following activities.
1. Humanistic and social science researches that open and reignite engaging areas in African studies scholarship, and there by lead to upgrading / reviewing / revamping our curricula.
2. Workshop /Symposia/Public Dialogues which will act as platforms on which the College congregates its faculty and public intellectuals/professionals to showcase the intersectional intellectual output derived from the academy and the public sphere. These debates and discourses will attempt to comprehend, interpret, and esteem societal commonalities and differences.

3. We propose to engage the media for space and airtime to act as a platform at which the huge cohort of researchers in the college can regularly share with the public their various research outputs, and also engage in debates on topical issues of public interest.

4. Borrowing from elsewhere, we proposal to constitute the CHUSS Conversations series. This will be an afternoon of intellectual intercourse where a leading public intellectual(s) and practitioner(s) will be invited into the university to share their thoughts and ideas, thereby creating fora for open dialogue. This is meant to secure the university as a ‘sacred space’ that promotes public debates and respects diversity of opinions. 

5. In the three years of the project, we shall actively dialogue with public and civil society organisations engaged with humanistic and quality of life projects for interface on how the academy’s theoretical and procedure processes can be integrated into the practices of these organisation for better outcomes.

6. In regard to the intellectual and scholarly aspects of the theme, we propose a historically critical engagement with the interface between the humanities and public practices. Here, we are interested in research that interrogates and grapples with how the theories and intellectual traditions of the disciplines have impacted on and/or informed public life and how acts of public life have in turn feed into disciplinary theory, praxis and traditions. For example, it might be argued that the prevalence of oral literature in the Ugandan society lead the first generation of Ugandan literary scholars such as Okotp’Bitek to question the colonial literary tradition and in turn, perhaps explains the contemporary centrality and popularity of oral literature in the regional literary discourses.  
Public/Academy Intellectual Engagement 2019-2020 Schedule

	No
	Quarter 
	Public intellectual/professional
	CHUSS Conversation Topic
	Venue

	1.
	Quarter 1 September to December 2019
	Moses Matovu
	38 years of Afrigo: folk music as a critique of the Ugandan society of the post-independence moment.
	Makerere University Main Hall

	2.
	Quarter 2 January to March 2020
	NRM, ANT, FDC, People Power, DP, UPC
	As 2021 Approaches: What Uganda do we Deserve and what Uganda shall we get?
	Makerere University Main Hall

	3.
	Quarter 3 April to June 2020
	KalungiSerumaga
	Buganda in Uganda: Revisiting colonial Distorts and cultural myths
	Makerere University Main Hall

	4.
	Quarter 4 July to September 2020
	Mahmood Mamdani
	Uganda’s Geopolitical Aspirations: Possibilities and Impossibilities
	Makerere University Main Hall


