Concept Paper – Theme I: The Basis of Humanities and Humanistic Social Sciences
Project Title: Historicizing the Humanities at Makerere University since 1922 (Humanities@Mak100)
Research Focus: Historicizing and Rethinking Humanities and Humanistic Social Sciences Knowledge Production from a Ugandan Locus: Makerere University Since 1922
Introduction

Thisresearch project intends to historicise the life of humanities at Makerere University since 1922 underscoring the significance and challenges over time to date. In particular, it traces and re-examines the development of humanities at the University since the introduction of History in 1946. Since then, the humanities have been at the heart of Makerere University but also pioneering knowledge production on the continent especially in literary and political science scholarship. The project contends that despite this rich history, no attempts have been made to critically historicize and interrogate the past and current positionality of the disciplines of Humanities and Humanistic Social Sciences at Makerere University. 

Therefore, the research project aims to rethink and reshape the role of humanities in Uganda and re-examine the basis and significance of humanities and humanistic social sciences at Makerere University from a historical perspective. In this regard, the project will reflect critically on the current role and significance of these disciplines in society in order to shape their future trends in Uganda and East Africa.
The research project proposes three thematic areas, namely the basis of humanities and humanistic social sciences, patterns and trends of humanities knowledge production, and the disciplines and public engagement. The focus of this team is the basis of humanities and humanistic social sciences. This is a core and an overarching theme for the entire research project.

Research Objectives

This research strand specifically aims to:

· Re-examine the basis of the disciplines in the humanities and humanistic social sciences. 

· Identify the core features that define humanities and humanistic social sciences at Makerere University and in the country.

Summary Description of theResearch theme
The basis of humanities and humanistic social sciences research theme specifically interrogates the theoretical and methodological approaches that underpin the humanities scholarship and research specifically at Makerere University and Uganda in general. It explores how these theoretical and epistemological components of the relevant disciplines have been developed, designed, implemented and evaluated as well as how they have influenced the subject content taught; and in turn, how the disciplines have been influenced by the changing circumstances. Further, the thematic scope will extend to exploration of the nature of knowledge production as well as the nature of the graduates produced by the humanities and humanistic social science departments. 
Since different scholars and institutions construe the humanities concept variously (South Africa, Humanities Report, etc.), the research team will provide a historical account of the conceptualisation/definition of the humanities and humanistic social sciences across different academic epochsat Makerere University. In short, it will seek to avail a classical and contemporary conceptualisation of the humanities and humanistic social sciences in order to construct the current and immediate future knowledge structure of the humanities.

This research strand will further focus on interrogating the theoretical basis of the disciplines and their classifications, what they do and how do it, and their significance in terms of epistemological and ontological values. For instance, we need to explain what makes the knowledge of humanities acceptable, and how it is validated. What makes these disciplines acceptable or not acceptable? Why should these disciplines be preferred in the world of knowledge production and management? Or, could it be that it has been a dream all long like the Cartesian one?        
The research project will also highlight which knowledge systems have been privileged and those that appear to have been at the periphery. For instance, it will establish both the dominant and minor/neglected themes of research across the disciplines and the reason for this. It will interrogate the question of the Western and/or indigenous epistemologies entailed in humanities and humanistic social sciences scholarship. We shall as well try to identify the trends and the discourse within, and about humanities at Makerere University and in the country.  
The research team will ultimately articulate, explain and justify the role and significance of humanities and humanistic social sciences in complementing scientific and technological endeavours in tackling local and global challenges.It will rethink the praxis of the scholarship (decolonizing the humanities and humanistic social sciences) amidst the global changes, the dynamic nature of other disciplines and humanities themselves. The research theme will also contribute to a rethinking of the epistemological transformation of the disciplines and re-examining the general deceptive instrumentalist view about the humanities and humanistic social sciences scholarship and research.
Research questions

1. What is the nature or character of humanities? The question will entail an explanation of the humanities; their structure, packaging and quality, and will try to delineate the discipline in terms of the boundary lines that distinguish humanities from other disciplines. In this regard, the question will explicate the epistemological and ontological nature of the humanities. What is the positionality of humanities in the past and present context?  It will therefore be useful to explore the current epistemological and ontological portrait that it has acquired over the years to date. It will also useful re-examine the relevance of technology and what discourse has emerged out of this interaction? How do new perspectives like inter-disciplinarity and other new epistemological entries impact on the understanding or redefinition of humanities?
2. What justifies the humanities scholarship? This question will not only explore the reason detre for the motivation and justification for introducing humanities at the time they did, but will further seek to explain their current relevance. It will explore the breakthroughs within its domain and how this may be evaluated and how this has impacted on the life of the university and the region. How can humanities be justified today and in the future? Could they have outlived their purpose or could they have more fruit to deliver to humanity?   

3. What has been the character of humanities scholarship that Makerere University has been engaged in across the years? This question will address the content, methods and knowledge sources that inform learning and teaching at Makerere University. In this regard, this question will further deal with the following questions sub-questions to grasp completely humanities scholarship at Makerere:
· What has informed the humanities scholarship trajectory(emerging of the discipline) at Makerere University? (What was the basis and rationale for establishing the respective humanities disciplines at Makerere?) What was the motivation of these disciplines at the time they were established?   
· Does the current humanities scholarship reflect or deviate from the foundational principles and global trends of humanities scholarship? Should we retain or abandon the foundational principles and perspectives for new ones? 
· What colonial/western knowledge systems still underpin the humanities curriculum? What has changed since the humanities were started at Makerere University?
· Does the curriculum empower the students?

· What ought to be reformed?
4. What thematic, theoretical and pedagogical aspects ought to inform curriculum transformation in view of the fundamental and dynamic nature of the humanities? 
Research Theme activitiesand Methodological approach
To re-examine and establish the basis of humanities, the research team will invoke a multi-dimensional and multi-perspective approach to analyse critically the respective disciplines. It proposes to invoke textual analysis, hermeneutics and textual criticism; historical and narrative analyses; discourse analysis and others to analyse and interpret texts and reconstruct the past and present discursive practices of humanities scholarship and research. This approach is underpinned by the nature of the research, which cuts across various humanities disciplines, which themselves invoke different approaches in their research endeavours.
Secondly, the team will review the relevant epistemological and ontological paradigms/literature that have informed the humanities and humanistic social sciences scholarship elsewhere and at Makerere University to establish knowledge sources and pedagogical approaches.

Thirdly, it will conduct an analysis of the subject course outlines,course contents, examination scripts and course work papers in the humanities disciplines at Makerere University since 1946 to-date.This will be done to establish what humanities are concerned with, the theoretical frameworks (traditional/old or new theories?) and methodological approaches (new methodologies) that have underpinned humanities scholarship and changes that have characterised humanities scholarship overtime. It will also establish the nature of content, styles, and authorities cited.

While this research axis aims to explicate the basis of humanities by largely analysing texts, it is also necessary to interact with stakeholders that have been involved in the practice of humanities at Makerere University over the years as repositories of knowledge. Therefore, the research team will also carry out elite interviews and Focus Group Discussions with respective participants (stakeholders in the humanities including former and current humanities scholars, professionals in the humanities sectors, and alumni of the humanities departments at Makerere). It will also conduct workshops and public dialogues with the respective humanities disciplines. 

The team will conduct library research to clarify and elaborate different dimensions of the humanities concepts, particularly explicating the linkages between the theoretical frameworks and methodological approaches that characterise the humanities disciplines and inform knowledge production.
Delimitation of the Research Theme
The research team/research under this theme will conduct their respective research within the purview of the learning and teaching at the University. Because this research theme forms the core of the research project, the research team/individual researchers will examine the basis of humanities across the identified humanities and humanistic social sciences disciplines. These include History (as the first humanities discipline at Makerere but also as a derelict discipline), Literature, Archaeology, Religion, Language and Linguistics, Philosophy, Political Science, Feminist Studies, and Social Psychology.
NB.Question to ponder:

It was realised that whereas the current research was largely motivated by the idea of confronting the crisis that is buffeting the humanities, in the original design of the research project, the so called crisis of humanities was not mentioned and therefore not cared for. Hence the question to all of you: can we deal with the problem without understanding and estimating the problem? In our context, can we deal with the crisis of humanities without understanding that crisis?
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