A speech of the Vice Chancellor on the occasion of the 3rd anniversary of the founding of the Confucius Institute

Our guest of honour, Madam NambiNamuddu Juliet the Director, Education and Social Services at KCCA who is representing the Executive Director KCCA,

The Chinese Ambassador to Uganda,

The Deputy Vice Chancellor, Makerere University,

The Directors and staff the Confucius Institute at Makerere University

Head teachers

Distinguished guests,

Ladies and gentlemen,

Good afternoon!

I am delighted to host this event as Makerere University’s Vice Chancellor who also doubles as the Chairman, Advisory Board of Directors of the Confucius Institute at Makerere University. I am very excited for your turn up to this great occasion where we celebrate the founding of the Confucius Institute. It is a young institute that has so far taken giant steps in its short time of existence at Makerere University. 

I thank and congratulate the two Directors of the Confucius Institute (Professor Oswald Ndoleriire on the Ugandan side and Professor Hong Yonghong on the Chinese side) your staff, students and partners for the tremendous work so far so done. Ladies and gentlemen, allow me to clearly state that through the Confucius Institute, the Chinese government has reached out to support Makerere University and the education sector in Uganda at large. I thank the Chinese government for choosing Makerere University to host this institute among so many other universities. I can only assure you that you made the best choice.

Through the Confucius Institute, we have been able to have Chinese included as a new subject under the Bachelor of Arts in Arts and Arts in Social Sciences of Makerere University. Sooner than later, we shall include the Bachelor of Arts with education degree upon completion of the training that one official Dr. Mathius Mulumba, the Chair Department of Humanities and languages Education is undergoing in China to later kick start the process. This has also been made possible by the generous support of the Chinese government which gave 5 scholarships to Ugandans to undergo a specialized training that will equip them with the skills to write text books and courses for our Ugandan students.

As a university, our duty is to create courses and produce graduates who are competent enough to address the challenges of our society. Therefore, recognizing China as one of Uganda’s greatest development partners, it is worth ensuring that Ugandans learn the language to benefit from the presence and investment the Chinese people are making, not only in Uganda, but the world at large.

Indeed this being the third anniversary of the founding of the Confucius Institute, we shall next year present students in the College of Humanities and Social Sciences for graduation after successfully studying Chinese as one of their subjects for the award of  bachelor of arts in arts and bachelor of arts with Social Sciences degrees of Makerere University. This will therefore mark the beginning of our passing out such graduates every year. These will help us solves the communication challenges and of course benefit from working with the Chinese anywhere in the world.

Their graduation does not mean that their studies have ended. We already have an existing agreement between Makerere University and Xiangtan University of China where everyone who graduates with Chinese as one of their subjects of Makerere degrees will have the possibility of winning a scholarship and benefit from Chinese language and cultural immersion for one year to further study the Chinese and experience in hands on and in context. Those will later emerge as real experts who will use the language without any problem. All we require of them is to study well their Chinese language and only pay for their air tickets. The rest will be taken care of. In fact, 30 students will be sponsored every year under this programme and the very first lot with go next year in September.

I would like to make congratulate all the students who have completed their Chinese language studies as part of their short courses and Makerere University degrees. The sky is the limit. To the Chinese people here, look nowhere else for employees. They are right here at Makerere University. Please give them jobs, make use of their knowledge and above retrain them to be the real employees who reflect the Chinese attributes which will benefit them and your companies too.

At this point, I wish to thank my predecessor Professor John DdumbaSsentamu for facilitating the negotiations, launch and support to the Confucius Institute up to where I found it. I thank him with the founding Directors and the Advisory Board of Directors for the tremendous work done. 

I wish you all nice celebrations.
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