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MAKEREREUNIVERSITY
ADDRESS BY THE VICE CHANCELLORPROFESSOR BARNABAS NAWANGWE
ON THE OCCASION OF THE 68TH GRADUATION CEREMONY
AT THE FREEDOM SQUAREON FRIDAY 19TH JANUARY 2018
· The Minister of Public Service, Hon. Wilson MuruliMukasa, representing His  Excellency, The President of the Republic of Uganda

· The Minister for Kampala Capital City, Hon. Beti Olive Kamya, representing The First Lady and Minister of Education and Sports
· The Chancellor of Makerere University, Prof. Ezra Suruma
· Our Special Graduand, Ms. Winnie MadikizelaMandela represented by Ms. Gandhi Baai

· Honorable Ministers
· Honorable Members of Parliament
· The High Commissioner of the Republic of South Africa, H.E. Professor (Major General – Rtd.)LekoaSollyMollo
· Members of the Diplomatic Corps

· Your Lordships the Judges of the Judicature

· Religious Leaders

· The Leadership of Kampala Capital City Authority

· Representatives of Government Ministries, Departments and Agencies

· Former Chancellors of Makerere University
· The Chairperson, Vice Chairperson and Members of Makerere University Council
· The Chairman and Members of the Appointments Board

· The Deputy Vice-Chancellors and Members of the University Management Team

· Former Vice Chancellors of Makerere University
· Vice Chancellors, Rectors and Principals of other Universities and Institutions
· Members of the University Senate
· Chairman and Members of Convocation

· The Chairpersons of MUASA, MASA and NUEI
· Members of Staff of Makerere University

· The President, Vice President and Speaker of the Students Guild

· Parents and Guardians

· Graduands

· The Media Fraternity

· Distinguished Guests
· Ladies and Gentlemen:
1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION
It is my honour and privilege to welcome you all to the 68th graduation ceremony of Makerere University. It is with great pleasure that I welcome you all as the 11th Vice Chancellor of Makerere University on this fourth and final session of the 68th Graduation ceremony. 

I would like to thank God for His Grace and Benevolence, His Excellency President YoweriKaguta Museveni, the First Lady and Minister of Education and Sports, Hon. Janet Kataaha Museveni, the Chancellor, Chairman and Members of the University Council, members of the Senate, the Search Committee for the Vice Chancellor and the entire University Community for the opportunity given to me to serve as the 11th Vice Chancellor of this Great Institution. With God on our side, we will, as the University Community, work with all stakeholders to further uplift the image of this great Institution that is currently ranked among the top Universities in the world. Let me take this opportunity to thank H.E. The President for honouring me and eight other members of the University Community with the Independence Golden Jubilee medal, the highest honour bestowed on a non Head of State. The others honoured are the Chairman of Council, Eng. Dr. Charles Wana-Etyem, Professors Edward Kirumira, MurindwaRutanga, Anthony Mugisha, EriaHisali, OswoldNdoleriire, Elly Sabiiti and Peter Baguma.
I take this opportunity to thank the former Vice Chancellor, Prof. John Ddumba Ssentamu, for his dedicated service to the University over the last five years and wish him well in his future career endeavours.

The University has this past year lost many students, members of staff, their spouses, children, parents and relatives. I wish to extend my condolences to all those that lost their loved ones. May the Lord rest their souls in peace. I also wish to extend our condolences to the Church of Uganda for the loss of Archbishop Livingstone Mpalanyi Nkoyoyo. 

Ladies and gentlemen, for this 68th graduation ceremony, a total of 14,085 students will be awarded degrees and diplomas of Makerere University in various disciplines. Of these, 71 will receive PhDs, 996 Masters Degrees, 96 Postgraduate Diplomas, 144 undergraduate diplomas and 12,778Bachelors Degrees.  Of these, 7,118 (50.5%) are female and 6,967 (49.5%) are male. I am happy to see that all our policies to promote access to higher education for the girl child are bearing fruit and that we remain the leaders in gender mainstreaming on the African Continent. 


Honorary Degree to Ms. Winnie Madikizela Mandela

Today, Friday 19th January 2018, Ms. Winnie Madikizela Mandela will receive an Honorary Doctorate of Laws of Makerere University in recognition of her outstanding contribution to the liberation struggle of South Africa and Africa at large. The decision to award Ms. Winnie Mandela an Honorary Doctorate successfully went through all the vetting procedures following her successful nomination. Makerere is privileged to honour one of Africa’s most outstanding freedom fighters. I warmly congratulate Ms. Winnie Madikizela Mandela upon this achievement and welcome her to Makerere University Convocation. Ms Winnie Mandela is not able to receive her honour in person. However, Ms. Gandhi Baai, Founder of the Sandi Zinnia Baai Foundation will receive it on her behalf. Ms.Baai is an effective communicator, strategist, advocate for women, youth and refugees, the most vulnerable of society. She is a vehement Pan-Africanist, determined to tell the positive African story and has published several titles on this theme. Ms.Baai has travelled and worked widely in Africa. Indeed Ms. Winnie Mandela chose a befitting representative to receive the award on her behalf. Welcome, Ms.Baai.
I applaud all members of staff who will be awarded PhDs and Mastersdegrees in various disciplines today. Your dedication to improving yourselves academically as well as our students is commendable. I am certain this will boost the Makerere University academic profile. I also take this opportunity to congratulate all members of staff who have been promoted to various academic levels in the last one year.
I would like to thank the Government of Uganda and our development partners who have continued to support us through the years. In particular, I wish to thank H.E. The President for his re-assurance that salary enhancement will continue as planned, a commitment he reiterated during the ceremony of handing over to him the Report of the Visitation Committee on 29th December 2017.

2. ACHIEVEMENTS IN 2016/2017 ACADEMIC YEAR

Ladies and gentlemen, Makerere University has registered a number of achievements over the last one year.

In Research and Innovation, many new innovations were recorded arising out of research in various colleges and Makerere University remained highly ranked in research productivity. It is against this background that Makerere University won two World Bank Grants worth $12 million for two Centres of Excellence, one to be hosted in the College of Engineering, Design, Art and Technology (CEDAT) and another at the College of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences (CAES). CEDAT will host the Africa Center of Excellence in Materials Product Development and Nanotechnology (MAPRONANO). CAES will host the Centre for Crop Improvement. The University had also applied to host three additional centres of excellence in the areas of Oil & Gas, ICT & Engineering and Biomedical Sciences. The bids were approved, but not funded. I call upon the Government of Uganda to support the University in this endeavour.
Infrastructure Developmentremains a major area of concern for our University. We have benefitted from the AfDB-HEST funded project through a loan to the Government of Uganda. Two central teaching facilities, with a total area of 12,000 square metres have been built and a number of laboratories in five colleges have been renovated and up-graded under this funding. Under the MOU between Makerere University and KCCA for compensation for land taken up for the expansion of Makerere Hill Road, re-construction of all our major roads has been completed. These infrastructure developments have greatly transformed the University’s landscape.  Street Lighting has also been installed on all major roads in the University and this has led to an improvement in security.

University Management has embarked on renovation of the sports facilities in the University and improvement of sanitation facilities in the Halls of Residence and colleges. 

During last year’s graduation ceremony, Makerere University Convocation launched a fundraising drive for the construction of a perimeter wall. I am now happy to report that construction of the perimeter wall has commenced. The entire project is estimated to cost UGX 7.5billion. So far, UGX 250 million has been raised through generous contributions of staff, alumni, parents, students, corporate organisations and friends of Makerere University. This generous contribution has been used to construct 600 metres of the 6 kilometer fence, which would have ordinarily cost at least UGX 750 million through contracting. I call upon all well-wishers to contribute to the project. We are hopeful that once completed, security at Campus will greatly improve. I thank the leadership of Convocation for spearheading this project. 

Our distinguished guests, on 5th December 2017, Makerere University held her first ever property investment conference, with the aim of attracting investments on her prime land using the Public Private Partnership (PPP) mode. The interest from investors was enormous and we are now working on solicitation of proposals for specific projects. Among the projects lined up under this arrangement are a three star hotel and convention centre on main campus, student hostels on main campus, five star hotel, upper market apartments and office park at Kololo, upper and middle income apartments in Kololo, teaching hospital in Katalemwa, and others. When completed, these projects will greatly contribute to the University’s revenue.
Makerere University Run (MakRun 2018):
As one of the strategies to raise funds for the University, the Makerere University Endowment Fund (MakEF) –was established in 2014. MakEF under its mandate to achieve long term financial sustainability for the University started the MakRun.I thank all those who participated in last year’s Run where we collected Ushs247,845,000 (two hundred forty seven million eight hundred forty five thousand Uganda Shillings).
The MakRun is an annual event, mainly aimed at supporting the Fund’s inaugural project, the “Students Centre”. The estimated cost for the construction of the centre is UGX15 billion.I call upon everyone present here today to support this noble cause. Ladies and gentlemen, please warm up and get ready to participate in the MakRun 2018 scheduled on Sunday 25th March 2018.

Timely Processing of Makerere University Academic Transcripts:

Delayed issuance of transcripts has been a challenge for a long time, causing dissatisfaction among our customers. To ease service delivery, the University Central Management has decentralized the issuance of Makerere University academic transcripts. Furthermore, Management has put in place measures to expedite the processing of transcripts. I am happy to report that all students that have fulfilled all the requirements for graduation and are graduating today can now pick their transcripts from their respective College Registrars. I wish to commend the Academic Registrar and his entire team for a job well done.
Cordial Student-Management relations:
The University Management continues to work closely with student leaders to improve relations between the two bodies in an effort to reduce strikes, hooliganism and also open channels of communication. Hooliganism has no place in Africa’s premier university and we all must fight it.

Makerere University Students Disciplinary Committee:

The University recently constituted the student Disciplinary Committee, which will hear cases of indiscipline. I urge all our students to read and internalize the rules and regulations of the University and avoid the possibility of appearing before the Disciplinary Committee.

Improving Student Welfare: 

In an effort to improve student welfare, the University Management has established a forum which brings together owners of private student hostels. This is intended to improve security and living conditions of our students. We have embarked on an ambitious plan to improve conditions in halls of residence and build new modern hostels on campus.

Appeal to Support the 3rd FISU World University Netball Championship 2018:

Ladies and gentlemen, in spite of all these achievements, we still have a lot to do to further improve our University. Every effort is being made to re-develop the dilapidated sports facilities at the University. Ultimately, the goal is to re-develop the Main Sports Grounds into a multi-purpose stadium, starting with an indoor stadium to accommodate the 3rd FISU World University Netball Championship, which Makerere University will host on behalf of Uganda in September 2018. We are currently fund-raising for this very important facility and I call upon all our stakeholders to extend their support to the project.

The Mak Visitation Committee Report:

The University Officials recently witnessed the handover of the Visitation Committee report to H.E President YoweriKaguta Museveni. We have instituted a committee to study the recommendations and provide feedback. This feedback will feed into the Government White Paper. The University Management will in the meantime implement some of the immediate recommendations. 

Introduction of Centralized Marking Approach:

To curb the vice of late submission of student results, the University has adopted a policy of centralized marking. Each College will have a room where scripts are kept and lecturers will be required to mark in that room and leave all scripts there. This will help reduce delays in submission of results and also minimize loss of student scripts.

MasterCard Foundation Scholars Program First Cohort Graduating:

I take this opportunity to congratulate the first cohort Scholars of Mastercard Foundation who are graduating today. Mr. Chancellor Sir, you recall that in 2013, Makerere University entered into a partnership with Mastercard Foundation to educate 1000 academically bright but economically disadvantaged youth of Africa, to study at Makerere University for the next 10 years. I am therefore delighted to inform you that 28 first cohort Scholars are graduating during the 68th graduation ceremony. One of whom, Claire MugaAkinyi is graduating with First class Honours degree in Community Psychology. It is gratifying because the program gives hope to students from all socio-economic backgrounds to attain university education. We thank the Mastercard Foundation for the support to the future leaders of Africa. As Makerere University continues to benefit from the generosity of partnerships such as Mastercard Foundation, it is important to support and create a conducive environment for such initiatives and partnerships to thrive. 

Makerere University Female Scholarship Foundation (FSF) Presenting Graduands:

This year, under the stewardship of the Gender Mainstreaming Directorate, 144 female scholars of the Female Scholarship Foundation are graduating, including 04 first class and 63 second class upper degrees. These are part of the 1,020 bright but socio-economically disadvantaged females that have been supported to study in various Colleges at the University since 2001. Of the 1,020 females, 74 have been directly financed by Makerere University through a tuition waiver scheme. 

I pay special tribute to the organizations that have supported the Gender Mainstreaming Directorate in this regard. These include Carnegie Corporation of New York, the Swedish Government (SIDA), Norwegian Government, African Development Bank, Uganda Association of Women Lawyers (FIDA-Uganda), MS JD Global Education Fund, DFCU Bank, Joshua Mugyenyi Foundation, among others. I call upon well-wishers to support the noble cause of assisting those disadvantaged socially and economically to access University Education. 

Students from the First Cohort of Arab Teaching Projects Graduating
Today, 15 students from the first Cohort of the Arab Teaching Project are graduating.The project supported by the Saudi Arabian Embassy and the King Abdullah Aziz Language Centre has been running since 2014. This is very important for the expanding trade connections with the Arab world and their offshore investments in Africa.
3. ACHIEVEMENTS AT COLLEGES
Mr. Chancellor Sir, today, we will present toyou a total of3,672graduands from the College of Humanities and Social Sciences; College of Engineering, Design, Art and Technology; and the School of Law for the conferment of Makerere University degrees and presentation of diplomas.
The College of Engineering, Design, Art and Technology (CEDAT) continues to undertake research and innovation in areas that are critical for national and regional development. One such innovation is the solar irrigation pump by Prof. Joseph Byaruhanga. Commercialization of the pump has been taken on by the Government through the Ministry for Science, Technology and Innovation and plans are in advanced stages to start a manufacturing plant for the pumps. The Government intends to distribute them to farmers in an effort to counter climate change effects. The President in his New Year message reaffirmed the Government’s willingness to undertake this project. 

Students of the College of Engineering, Design, Art and Technology have continued to shine internationally. Alvin Kabwama and Stephen Kalyesubula students of Electrical Engineering have been shortlisted for the 2018 Africa Prize for Engineering Innovation for their innovation UriSAF, a device that can be used to carry out a urinalysis. UriSAF and the Uriscope quickly and accurately tests urine to pick up on infections. The results can be shared with a doctor. The system can almost instantly detect health issues like urinary tract infections (UTIs), dehydration, and diabetes and kidney failure. 

I congratulate the College of Humanities and Social Sciences (CHUSS) for winning the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation grant of Four Million US Dollars to support academic and research capacity building in the College. On behalf of Management and Council, I extend our appreciation to the Executive Vice President of the Foundation, Prof. MarietWestermann, and the International Higher Education and Strategic Projects Director, DrSaleemBadat for their support towards putting together the proposal for the grant. Similarly, I extend our sincere appreciation to the Gerda Henkel Foundation for the support towards the Inter-disciplinary PhD in Historical Humanities and Humanistic Social Sciences. 

I also have the pleasure to inform you that the Department of Performing Arts and Film with support from the Norwegian University College of Dance in March 2017 laid a foundation stone for the construction of a USD20 million Centre for Performing Arts.  The Centre will house the Department of Performing Arts and Film and will have facilities including, but not limited to: a 350-seater theatre, 12 acoustically treated classrooms, 2 music studios, a 200-seater auditorium, 3 dance studios/rehearsal rooms, 10 music practice rooms, a library, audio-visual archive, office space, and a cafeteria. I call upon the public to support the fundraising drive for this Initiative.

Ladies and gentlemen, I take this opportunity to congratulate the Principal of the College of Humanities and Social Sciences (CHUSS), Prof. Edward K. Kirumira, upon his election to Chair the Uganda Central Coordination Mechanism for the Global Funds for HIV, TB and Malaria. As part of its oversight role, the Uganda CCM monitors the implementation of Global Fund programmes. 

Mr. Chancellor Sir, I am pleased to inform you that we have an exceptional student who is graduating with a First Class degree-Honours Division from the School of Law.  We happy to note that the student who attained the only First Class degree from the School of Law during the 68th Graduation Ceremony is a member of staff in the College of Engineering, Design, Art and Technology. I congratulate you Mr. Peterson Mwesiga.
In a bid to improve the institutional capacity to provide high-quality PhD training, the School of Law, entered into a partnership with the Institute for Human Rights at the Universities of Abo Akademi, Pretoria, Nairobi University, and Addis Ababa in a three year sub-Saharan regional project. The project (SHUREA) has embarked on strengthening the capacity to conduct human rights research and provision of research-based teaching of high standard and relevance for societal development processes. 

The East African Network of University based law clinics (EANULAC) whose secretariat is hosted by the School of Law has made strides in institutionalising clinical legal education in the region. In partnership with the Law Council, the Law Clinics offer legal aid to needy persons. 

I congratulate all the colleges upon these achievements and urge both students and staff to continue with research geared towards addressing the development challenges in the region. I also call upon the Government, our development partners and the private sector to continue supporting Makerere University in research ventures that are destined to improve the overall quality of life in our society.

Confucius Institute at Makerere University (Makerere-China Relations)

Today, 25 Makerere University students in the College of Humanities and Social sciences who pursued Chinese as one of their subjects under the Bachelor of Arts in Arts and Bachelor of Arts with Social Sciences are graduating. I am very proud to say that Makerere University continues to be relevant to the job market and needs of our Ugandan society, Africa and the world at large. 

These students will this year in September transfer to Xiangtan University in China for one year of further studies under the 3+1 arrangement. I therefore congratulate them and wish them the best while they pursue their further studies in China. I encourage you the students and parents to pursue the Chinese language both at degree and short course levels in order to enjoy the benefits associated with the Chinese people around us.
4. A WORD TO THE GRADUANDS

Finally, I turn to you our dear graduands. I congratulate all of you and your parents, guardians and sponsors upon this noble achievement. The time and resources you have invested have paid off and that is the cause for our celebration today. Allow me to specifically thank our dear parents, guardians and sponsors who have selflessly financed your studies to this level. They have sacrificed a lot to give you a good future and deserve to be appreciated. Please join me in expressing our gratitude by giving them a thunderous round of applause. 
You are going out to the world, which expects a lot from you. We have trained you to be critical thinkers and not mere job seekers. Go out and create the jobs the Country is yearning for. With a degree from one of the best universities in the world, there is no reason for not succeeding. As you struggle to find your place in society, you might stumble and fall, but always have the courage to stand up and try again with dignity. Your success is our pride. Avoid vain ambitions and keep away from corruption. Love and respect your parents and God will open doors for you. As you go through the gates of Makerere, hold your head high and always hold your alma mater in high esteem. And please, do not forget the gates of Makerere. God Bless You All!

5. CONCLUSION

Over the last 95 years, Makerere University has concentrated on producing vital human resource for Uganda and the entire region. We have produced presidents and statesmen, freedom fighters, poets and writers, political scientists and performing artists, doctors and engineers, agriculturalists and economists, lawyers and architects, the list is endless. And now Makerere is set to move to the next level of becoming a truly research-led University. With the best human resource at any university on this continent, Makerere will seek to explore the issues that hinder Uganda’s and Africa’s quick transformation into middle income status. We will seek to find solutions for problems peculiar to our Country and Continent, while remaining part of the global knowledge community. We will seek to be a critical component of the struggle for Africa’s total emancipation from poverty and marginalization. We will remain a truly Global Centre of Excellence, while promoting Africa’s hugely rich heritage. We will remain the Mak of Africa.

Finally, Mr. Chancellor Sir, let me take this opportunity to thank the entire University Community for ensuring that the 68th graduation ceremony is successful. In particular, I thank the ceremonies committee chaired by Assoc. Prof. Patrick Mangheni for a wonderful job. I similarly thank the Police Band and the Department of Performing Arts for keeping us entertained. My thanks also go to the security agencies for ensuring security at the function and to all the service providers for enabling a colourful ceremony for our graduands and parents. Most importantly, Mr. Chancellor, I thank you for very diligently presiding over the 68th graduation ceremony for four full days. Thank you very much indeed. God bless you all.

AS WE BUILD FOR THE FUTURE!
Signed: ______________________________________


Arch. Prof. Barnabas Nawangwe


  Vice Chancellor






19th January 2018
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